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COST OF LIVING: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index advanced 

from 158.9 to 159.6 between Decemoer 1, 1948 and January 3, 1949. 
All budget group indexes were firm, but more than half of the rise was due to 
changes in service rates including health, personal care, laundry and fuel gas 
which are priced only at annual intervals because of the characteristic stability 
in rates for services of this kind. The food index rose from 202.0 to 202.2 beq= 
tween December 1 and January 3, with further declines in egg and fruit prices acte 
ing as a partial offset to generally firmer levels for other foods. Fuel and 
light moved up from 129.1 to 130.0. The clothing index rose from 181.5 to 181.9, 
and homefurnishings and services from 166.2 to 167.0, on scattered increases 
which affected nearly all sub-groups. The advance in miscellaneous items from | 
124.6 to 126.6, reflected changes in health and personal care services already 
mentioned. The rent index remained at 121.7. 

From August 1939 to January 1949, the increase in the cost-of- 
living index was 58.3 per cent. 


__Dowinion Cost-of-Living Indexes (1935-39=100) 


| Home 
| furnish- |Miscell- 
| ings and} aneous 

| Services 


Combined 
Index 


167.0 | 126.6 
166.2 124.6 
158.4 ige.8 


January 3, 1949 
December 1, 1948} 158.9 
January 2, 1948 


WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY) : The index of Industrial Material Prices fell 
(1926=100) 
from 162.1 for the week ending December 31 to 
160.5 for the week ending January 28. Reductions were noted for pulp, oats, 
cottonseed oil and gum rosin, while steel sheets, crude oil and raw cotton 
moved higher. Canadian Farm Products dropped from 142.3 to 141.5 in the 
same period. This compared with a peak of 149.1 for the week ending June » 


25, 1948. Declines oceurred im Zrains, tooacco, hay, iivestocx, Aides and 


skins, and eggs, while higher quotations ruled for potatoes. 


Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926=100 
Week ended — Monthly Average - 
Jan e Jans Jan 2 { Jane Jan ° De c ° | Jan ° 


?th..| 14th e1Lst 28th 1949 41948 1948 


Industrial Materials |L6< 162.3 [62.4 


160s MEO 7! “(TCe ee: aaa 


Canadian Farr 


Products ba 142.9 43,0 


SECURITIES: The Investors! index of 107 common stocks dropped 3.5 points to 


1141.5 142.2 |142.5 | 139.6 


112.3 between the weeks of December 30, 1948 and January e7, 1949. 
The industrial stocks sectional index dropped 4.0 points to 107.0 and the util- 
ity series moved down 2.7 points to 117.8. Banxs eased 0.2 to ESLIe9... Mining 
stocks on the other hand, were firmer, supported mainly by strength in gold 


shares. Between the weeks of December 20 and January 27 the composite index 


DLN DTI DRE TEP SISSON 
rd a 


————— 


for 4O representative issues rose 1.6 points to 87.4. The gain in gold stocks 
moved the index for this series up from 65.7 for December 30 to a high of 71.0 
for January 13, but a subsequent recession reduced this to the month's closing 
figure of 68.0. The index for 5 base metals rose to 131.2 on January 13 but 


thereafter declined to 126.2 by the 27th for a net gain of 0.1. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39100 


Week ended = | Monthly Average = 
1948 1949 
Dec. Jan. Jan. | Jan. Jan. Jane 
20 th Styl) soe .cotn 1949 1948 
INVESTORS! PRICH INDEX 
(107 Common Stocks) LS Sab iewes |. d 107.5 
83 Industrials cee) ied | 102.90 
16 Utilities 120.5 | 121.2 112.9 
8 Banks L32s2 133.6 Lea. 
MINING STOCK PRICE INDEX 
(30 Stocks) 85.8 88.6 84.8 
25 Golds Cy 68.5 7128 
5 Base Metals Mae dai kad wi) £10..0 
DOMINION OF CANADA LONG- 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, FEBRUARY, 1949. (PRELIMINARY ) 

COST OF LIVING: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index declined from 

159.6 to 159.5 between January 3 and February 1, 1949. A divop in 
the food index from 202.2 to 200.4 overbalanced increases for fuel and light, home- 
furnishings and services, and miscellaneous items. Egg prices again moved sharply 
lower, while meats and shortening were also down. Citrus fruits advanced, with other 
foods showing little change. Firmness in coal and coke moved the fuel and light 
series up from 130.0 to 130.8, Homefurnishings and services also gained 0.8 to 167.8. 
There Was a rise in miscellaneous items from 126.6 to 128.1 as tobacco, cigars, and 
theatre admissions showed some increases. The clothing index dropped fractionally 
from 181.9 to 181.8. There was no February re-calculation of the rent index which 
remains Et 121.7. 

The February, 1949 cost-of-living index Was 58.2 per cent above 


the August, 1939 level. 


Dominion Cost-of-Living Indexes (1935-39=100) 


Home 

| furnish- 
lings and 
Services 


Miscell- 
aneous 


Combined Food 


February 1, 1949 
January 3, 1949 
February 2, 1948 


Zo 


WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY) : The index of Industrial Material Prices continued to 
Ha move downward in February, dropping from 160.5 for 

the week ending January 28 to 159.2 for the week ending February 25, as lower 

quotations ruled for oats, steers, gum rosin, raw wool and raw rubber. 

Canadian Farm Products declined from 147.8 to 145.1 in the same period. Increases 


were noted in poultry, eggs and potatoes, but these failed to offset reductions 


in grains, hay, hides and skins, livestock and raw wool. 


Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926=100 


Week ended - Monthly Average - 


Industrial materials | 160.5 160.0 159.7 


| 


*Canadian Farm Products 147.8 Pay 146.0 145.0 


a 


* Revised as an additional payment, retroactive to August 1, 1945, of twenty cents 
a bushel Was announced for western wheat growers. 


SECURITIES: The Investors! index for 106 common stocks registered a further drop 
in February to 105.2 for the week of the 24th compared with 112.2 for 
January 27th. During the same interval 82 industrial shares declined 7.6 points to 
99.4 while 16 utilities weakened 6.2 points to 111.6 and 8 banks 1.5 to 130.4. 
Mining stock prices also receded in February as the composite index for % repre- 
sentative issues declined 4.2 points to 83.2. Among sub-group changes base metal 
shares moved down 11.2 points to 115.0 while the index for 25 gold stocks dropped 
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Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39=100 
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CONOMY— 
POLITICAL EC PRICE MOVIMENTS, MARCH, 1949 (PRELIMINARY) 
| — 


Sore er ee 


COST OF LIVING; The Dominion Bureau of Statisties cost-of-living inde ex fell from 

159.5 to 159.2 between February 1 and March i, 1949. As in the 
preceding month, declines in foods outweighed scattered increases in several other 
budget groups. Price reductions for shortening products, meats, butter and eggs 
were mainly responsible for the food index moving down from 200.4 to 199.1. There 
Were moderate offsetting seasonal increases in a few vegetables. The clothing in- 
dex rose from 181.8 to 182.7, and homefurnishings and services gained fractionally 
from 167.8 to 167-9. Wael and light also moved wp a small amount from 130.8 to 
131.0. The miscellaneous items index held at 128.1, and the rent index continues 
nominally at 121.7 until returns from the March survey are complete. 

The March, 1949 cost-of-living index was 57.9 per cent above the 


August, 1939 level, 


_ Dominion Cost-of-Livi ng Indexes (1935.39= 100) 
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| hee ne Sa 


nee me nae aie are ten ete eS SR wer re en ee eet ree ter ea er ee ie ae 


Be 


WHOLESALE PRICES (WE VEEKLY): Further declines in commodity markets carried the 


a cae ee a ern <= 


(1926-100) ; 
industrial material price index from 159.2 for the 


week ending February 25 to 156.6 for the week ending March 25. Steers, hogs 
and oats were higher, but lower quotations were recorded for lumber, cottonseed 
oil, rosin and lead. The index for Canadian Farm Products advanced from 145.1 
to 145.4 in the same period, as increases in livestock and eggs outweighed dee 
Clines in potatoes, cor, peas, hides, poultry and wool. However, the average 


level of this index for March was lower than the February average. 


Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926=i00 


SSS SS SS SS SS SS LHS _ LSI SES SS SS SS SS T SSS SS SSS SS SSS SSS SAS SSE (EEE ROTEL REN SS [SSS SS SS Eee SS es SS eS 
| Week ended = iii Monthly Average 
Sea Filire, metas cey | ae SSPE TE Po ake ee oe Oe 
| Feb. ! Mar. | bie | Mar. Mer, Mar. Feb. | Mar. 
| 25th | 4th | llth | 18th! 25th} 1949 | 1949 11946 
SCRA ANY Se eee | es Serer re ee 
Industrial Materials... 159.2) 16850 | 1 187.4 1156.6 aus 157.0 159.6 1144.9 
t i t 
i t i i i 
Canadian Farm Products. | 145.1! 145.1 | 145.6 [145.6 | 145.4 | 145.4 2 145.2 #145,2 
‘ } 


{ 
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* Revised due to the inclusion of Eodaitaeet one guen ce for western oats and 

barley, August 1, 1947 to July 31, 1948. 
SECURITINS: The Investors’ index of weekly prices for 106 common stocks rose 
1.9 points to 107.1 between February 24 and March 31. Strength was 

centred mainly in the vtility series, an index for this group moving up 3.2 points 
to 115.5. Over the same interval the index for 82 industrials advanced 1.5 points 
to 100.9, while 8 bank stocks recorded a gain of 0.9 to 131.3. Mining stock 
prices presented a mixed pattern in March. Between February 24 and March 31 the 
composite index for 30 representative issues declined 0.1 to 83.1. Among sub- 
groups base metal shares weakened 1.6 points to 113.4 during the period under re- 


view, while gold stocks moved up 0.6 te 67.6. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39. =100 
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Week ended = Monthly Average 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, APRIL, 1949 (PRELIMINARY) 
SERRE _______pemmnenenteeeeaedemnmetantas 


COST OF LIVING; The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index increased 
point one from 159.2 to 159.3 between March 1 and April 1, 1949. 
The food index declined from 199.1 to 198.5 during the pericu March 1 to April 1 
as slight increases in beef, pork, milk, bread and flour were overbalanced by a 
substantial drop in the price of butter, and small decreases in lard and shorten- 


ing. The clothing index registered a further slight increase from 182.7 to 183.2, 


while the fuel and light index remained unchanged at 101.0 and the homefurnishings 


and services index increased from 157.9 to 168.0. The index of miscellaneous goods 
and services advanced from 128.1 to 128.4 reflecting an increase in the automobile 
transportation series. Rents rose from 121.7 to le2.4 reflecting the results of a 
quarterly rent survey. 

From August, 1939 to Aprii 1, 1949 the increase in the cos t-of= 


living index was 58.0 per cent. 


_Dominion 
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ost-of-Living Indexes (1935-39:100) _ 


Home 
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Index ings and|aneous 


Services| 


April 1, 1949 .... 


128.4 
March 1, 1949 .... 128.1 
April 1, 1948 .... 122.9 
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY): The index of Industrial Material Prices continued 


(1926=100 ) . 
downward during the first four weeks of April, declin- 


ing from 156.0 for the Week ending March 25 to 152.5 for the week ending April 22. 
At this point it was approximately 7 p.c. below the post-war peak of 163.2 for the 
week ending August 27, 1948. Raw cotton, steers and oats were firmer, but Lowen 
prices ruled for non-ferrous metals, pulp, linseed oil ann hogs. The index for 
Canadian Farm Products advanced from 145.4 to 147.9 during the same four weeks. 
Strength was fairly general, with increases shown by grains, potatoes, steven 


hides, poultry and eggs. 
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_ Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926=100 _ 
) cee eels, 


Week ended = Monthly Average - 
| Mar. | Apr. | cpr , Apr. 
(25th [ist | 8th | 15th’ 


fe ee en em nee 


Industrial Materials...|156.0 | 155.6 | 154.9 | 152.9! 152.5] 154.0 


Canadian Farm Products.|145.4 | 146.5 | 147.3|147.4| 147.9] 147.3 


SECURITIES; An easier tone was in evidence for prices of Canadian industrial and 
utility stocks in April as indicated by a decline in the Investors’ 
composite weekly index for 106 common stocks of 1.7 points to 105.4 between March 
31 and April 28. The index for 82 industrial issues eased 2.0 points to 98.9 in 
this period, while 16 utilities moved down 1.6 points to 113.9. Bank shares were 
fractionally firmer, the index for this series gaining 0.8 to 132.1. Mining stock 
prices continued to present a mixed pattern. Twenty-five representative gold 
stocks rose 4.0 points to an index level of 71.6 between March 31 and April 28, 
while a similar group of base metal issues Weakened 3.2 points to 110.2. The 


composite mining stock price index advanced 1.8 points to 84.9. 


So 


Week ended — 
(1949) 


INVESTORS! PRICE INDEX 


(106 Common Stocks) ...-. | 107.1 {106.7 
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POPULIAALLES 6a. ee sc ° | 1if.@ 1410.5 | 116.5) 115.7 fas.e 115.7 | 113.7 
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et 
PRICE MOVEMENTS, MAY, 1949 (PRELJ 


cost OF LIVING; The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index advanced 
| from 159.3 to 159.5 between April lst and May 2, 1949. The slight 
increase was mainly attributable to a rise of 1.0 in the food index which moved from 
198.5 to 199.5 as a result of seasonal increases in meats, coupled with advances in 
a number of other foods. The clothing index moved up 0.1 to 183.3, while the index 
_ ,of homefurnishings and services rose the same amount to 168.1. The sharpest change 
| was registered by the fuel and light index which decreased from 131.0 to 129.1 due 
| to price declines for coke and anthracite coal in Ontario and Quebec. The indexes 
of miscellaneous goods and services and rents were unchanged at 128.4 and lez.4 
respectively, 
From August, 1939 to May, 1949 the increase in the cost-of-living 


index Was 58.2 per cent. 
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Dominion Cost-of-living Indexes (1.935-392100) _ 


Home 
Combined Food | Cloth= | furnish4 Miscell- 
Index | ing | ings and aneous 
| | Services 
2949" sew es - | 159.5 | 199.5 | }183.3 | 168.1 [128.4 
vs: = anes (ering f= et ge Berke 1183.2 |168.0 [28.4 
1948 ed Sher 158.3 ; 191.2 1173.6 | 161.3 222.9 
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY): The index of Industrial Material Prices fell from 
(1926=100) 151.9 for the week of April 29 to 148.6 for the week 
of May 27. Non-ferrous metals paced the decline, while minor reductions occurred 
in coal, oats, rubber and raw cotton. The index for Canadian Farm Products moved 
slightly lower, from 148.0 to 147.8, in tits same period. Advances Were noted 


for potatoes, hay and eggs, but these were outweighed by lower quotations for 


grains, hides, tobacco, poultry and wool, 


Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926-100 
a a Tas ac ee ae 


Week ended = Monthly Average — 


| April 
29th 


Industrial Materials ..| 151.9 [151.2 }150.0}149.8 |148.6 }} 149.9 | 150.7 


147. 8 


Canadian Farm Products.| 148.0 |147.8 |147.2|147.6 | | 147.6 


oe 


* Revised due to retroactive payments for grains. 


SECURITIES: Continued Weakness in common stock prices during May was reflected 


in a further drop in the Investors’ index of 2.3 points to 103.1 
between the weeks of April 28 and May 26. In the same interval the group index for 
82 industrials receded 2.4 points to 96.5, while that for 16 utilities weakened 
2.3 to 111.6, and 8 banks 0.5 to 131.6. Mining stock prices were substantially 
lower in May also, the composite index for 30 representative issues declining 
4.5 points to 80.4. Base metal stocks, reflecting the recent sharp drop in metal 
prices, moved down 6.9 points to an index level of 103.3 between April 28 and 


May 26. Over the same period the index for 25 gold shares declined 3.3 to 68.3. 
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Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39=100 
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Week ended — 
(1949) 


Monthly Average 
26th 1949 


INVESTORS' PRICH INDEX 


(106 Common Stocks) ... |105.4 103.1 [1105.3 


82 Industrials ..-..- | 9809 | 96.5 | 98.8 


POWULILLtLOS cise neoe jL13.9 111.6 /113.5 


Peper ee eat 131.6 llisz.4 


MINING STOCK PRICH INDEX) 


(30 Stocks) ...... ae te aS 80.4 || 82.5 
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5 Base Metals -.cocoe {110.2 103.3 107.5 
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* Indexes published in this bulletin do net yet include data covering Newfoundland. 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, JUNE, 1949 (PRELIMI INARY )# 
Sr SAC veUR TER. ait nee rere 
COST OF LIVING: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index advanced 
from 159.5 to 160.5 between May 2 and June 1, The increase establ~ 
ished a new peak for the index and placed it 0.9 points above the previous high of 
159.6 recorded for October and November 194%, and January 1949. The May-June ad- 
vance was entirely attributable to a rise in the food index of 3.4 points to 202.9. 
It was accounted for by a further seasonal rise in meats combined with a number of 
other increases, the most important of which were fresh vegetables and oranges. 
The direction of the indexes of homefurnishings and services and fuel and light was 
contrary to the total index and both declined 0.4 points to 167.7 and 128.7 respect- 
ively, Clothing remained unchanged at 183.3 us did miscellaneous at 128.4. In both 
of these groups scattered small increases and decreases balanced each other, The 
rent index remained at 122.4, June rent survey results now being tabulated will be 
incorporated in the July 2nd cost-of-living index, 
From August, 1939 to June, 1949 the increase in the cost-of-living 


index was 59,2 per cent. 
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY): "The index of ‘Industrial Material Prices fell from 248.6 
(1926=100) s ; 
for the week ending May 27 to 146.5 for the week ending 


June 24, This compared with 155.3 for the corresponding week of last year, and a 


peak of 16: 


Lo 
e 


2. for the final week of last August. Quotations for pulp, white lead 
and non-ferrous metals were lower, but oats ndvanted, Hogs rose sharply in the first 
three weeks, only to lose one half the increase in the fourth week, Canadian Farm 
Products mounted from 147.8 to 150.3 in the same period, Grains were fractionally 
hisher, and potutoes, hay and eggs moved up, while steers, calves, poultry and wool 


declined, 


Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926=100 
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Canadian Farm Products. 
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SbCGULTTIES: The Investorst weekly index for 106 cominon stocks receded a further 3,5 


r 


points to 99.6 between May 26 and June 23, General declines were re- 
flected in index recessions of 4,1 points to 92.4 for S2*industrials, <.3 poi nes to 
109.3 for 16 utilities and 0,2 to 131.4 for 8 banks, Mining stocks were easier also, 
the index for 30 representative issues dipping 0.5 to 79.9 between May 26 and June 23. 


The index for 25 golds moved down 0.6 points to 67.7 in this interval while five base 


metal stocks declined 0.3 to 103.0 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39=100 


Week ended - Monthly Average 
(1949) 
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* Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfoundland, 
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PRICE. MOVEMENTS, JULY, 1949. 


PRELIMINARY )* 
COST LIVING: The Dominion Eureau of Statistics cost-of-living index advanced 
from 160.5 to 162.1 between June 1 and July 2. The increase was 
almost entirely due to a 4,3 rise in the food index which conformed to the season- 
al movement normally experienced during this period, The food index rose from 
202.9 to 207.2 as sharp increases in eggs and potatoes combined with smaller ade 
vances in other fresh vegetables and meats, Rents were the only other group to 
are appreciable change; the index for this group moved from 22234 60 ewe 
reflecting the results of a June rent survey. The clothing index was unchanged 
at 183.3 and the index of homefurnishings and services declined 0.2 points to 
167.5. The fuel and light index rose from 128.7 to 129.1 as the price of coal 
advanced fractionally in several centres. The index of miscellaneous items chang- 
ed from 128.4 to 128.5. 
From August, 1939 to July, 1949 the increase in the cost-of- 


living index was 60.8 per cent. 


ee ee Cost-of-living Indexes (1935-39=100) 
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY): The index of Industrial Material Prices declined from 
(1926=100) . 


146.5 for the week ending June 24 to 146.1 for the 
week ending July 22. This was approximately 6 per cent below the level of a year 
ago, The movement of the index was somewhat irregular throughout July and was in- 
fluenced mainly by increases in steers, hogs, lead, zinc and copper, and decreases 
in wood pulp, steel scrap, oats, raw cotton and sisal, Canadian Farm Products rose 
from 150.3 to 150.8 in the same period, Grains, potatoes and poultry were lower, 
but sharp increases occurred for hay and eggs, and quotations for steers were mod- 


erately higher. 


Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926=100 


Week ended - Monthly Average 
June July July } July } July July | June July 
| Q4th “49 lst 1s Sth | lsth | 22nd LIL TILIA: all ae 
wks 


Industrial Materials .. {146.5 {45.9 [146.2 1145.7 {146.1 || 146.0 | 147.7 | 154.9 
Canadian Farm Products. {150.3 951.8 1150.4 }150.6 {150.8 |} 150.9 {149.7 | 153.6 


SECURITIES: The Investors! weekly index for 106 common stocks rose 5.5 points to 


105.6 between June 30 and July 28 thereby erasing most aP the June de- 
cline, In the same interval the index for 16 utilities moved up 6.5 points to LI6G7 
while 82 industrials advanced 5.5 points to 98.5 and 8 banks 2.0 to 132.6. Mining 
stocks registered strength also, the composite index for 30 representative issues 
stiffening 3.6 points to 86.0 between June 30 and July 28. Ease metal shares, 
reversing their downward tendency of the past several months, moved up 6.5 points to 


114.2 while the index for 25 golds advanced 2.2 points to 71.3. 
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Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39=100. 


Week ended = - Monthly Average 
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# Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfoundland, 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS ENTS, August, 19 1949 (PRELIMINARY) * 


COST OF LIVING: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index advanced 


from 162.1 to 162.8 between July 2nd and August Ist, 1949. As dur- 
ing the preceding month, the increase wus mainly attributable to higher prices for 
foods, The index for this series rose 2,0 points to 209.2 reflecting substantially 
higher prices for eggs, coupled with small advances for pork products, These in- 
ereases overweighted other foods which were mainly unchanged to lower, The fuel and 
light index moved from 129.1 to 129.5 due to scattered increases in central Canada 
nox ae and coke, Higher transportation costs at a few centres resulted in a rise 
of 0.4 points to 128.9 for the miscellaneous index. Two groups were lower; the 
clothing index declined 0.1 points to 183.2 und the homefurnishings and services the 
same amount: to 167.4. The rent index remained unchanged at 123.4. 

From August 1939 to August 1949, the increase in the cost-of-living 


index was 61.5 percent, 
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY): A further minor decline occurred in industrial material 

(19262100) cea 
prices, the composite index for 30 commodities receding 
0nd to 146.2 between the weeks of July 29th and August 26th, Accounting for the de~ 
crease were lower prices for steers, hogs and raw cotton which outweighed narrow ad- 
vances for raw rubber, cottonseed oil and ere Canadian farm product prices at 
wholesale dropped from 150.6 to 145.6 between the weeks of July 29th and August 26th 
due mainly to a decline in field ema ‘The index for this series moved down 
from 129.2 to 122.5 reflecting Raepaee a drop in coarse grain prices to the initial 
payment level to farmers, effective August lst. Potatoes were sharply lower in this 


section also, Over the same period animal products receded 1.3 points to 184.2 due 


to decreases for livestock and eggs which overbalanced a firmer tone for hides and 


skins, 
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SECURITIES: The Investors! weekly index for 106 common stocks moved up a further 

2.2 points to 107.8 between July 28th and August 25th. During the 
same period the group index for 82 industrial stocks rose from 98.5 to 100.6; 16 
utilities from 116.7 to 119.6 and 8 banks from 132.6 to 134.2. Mining stocks regis- 
tered a firmer tone also, the index for 30 representative issues advancing 3,1 poin’ 
to 89.1 between July 28th and August 25th. In the same uavauenau tne gold series 


moved up 4.0 points to 75.3 while the index for 5 base metals gained 1.1 to 115.3. 
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Week Ended - Monthly Average 
(1949) 
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* Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfoundland 
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COST OF LIVING: The Dominion bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index declined 


from 162.8 Bt 162.3 between August lst und September Lat LOLS s 
As hus been the case for several months, the change was due principally to foods, 
which declined 2.2 points after rising 10.7 points in the preceding four months, 
The drop in the food index to 207,0 was mainly of a seasonal nature, with declines 
occurring in vegetables, lamb, beef, pork, eggs and oranges, Of the other sub- 
group indexes, three udvanced fractionully and two were unchanged, The clothing 
index rose from 183.2 to 183.5, following the appearance of the Fall lines of 
‘woollens and footwear while fuel and light advanced 0.6 points to 130.1, as a 
result of slightly higher prices for coal and coke, Rentals moved from 123.4 
to 123.9 reflecting the results of an Ausust survey of urban rents, Homefurnishings 


and services remained unchanged at 167.4 us did the index of miscellaneous items 


128.96 


From August 1939 to September 1949 the increase in the cost-of- 


living index was 61,0 percent, 
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WHOLESALE PRICES (W The index of industrial material prices moved up 


(1926 = 100) 

from 146.8 for the week ending August 26 to 148.8 
for the week ending September 23. Higher quotations were reported for lead, zinc, 
copper, iron ore, crude oil, raw rubber and gum rosin, while lumber, hogs and cotton- 
seed oil were somewhat easier, From a peak of 163.2 for the last week of August, 
1948, this index moved irregularly until January, but thereafter worked gradually 
down to low of 145.7 in the third weekly of July. After the subsequent rise of 
3.1 points to 148.8, the industrial material index was still 8.4 percent below the 
corresponding week of last year, Canadian farm product prices at wholesale moved 
slightly higher in September rising from 145.6 to 146.0 in the period between 
August 26 and September 23. Egg prices rose sharply, and rye, corn, onions, hay 


and hides were moderately higher, but potatoes, livestock and wool declined, 


He SS Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, _(1926=100) 
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SECURITIES: Most Canadiun common stock froups recorded moderate net increases for 
september, but failed to maintuin the full amount of gains recorded at 
the height of the international monetary crisis, Weakness in textiles and gold issues 
offered a contrast to the general market behaviour, The Investors! weekly index for 
106 common stocks rose 2.7 points to 110.5 between August 25 and September 29, The 
principal groups were all firmer also, the index for 82 industrials advancing 3.2 
points to 103.8; 16 utilities 1.2 to 120.8 and & banks. 1.5 to 235.8. Mining stock 
price changes were scattered, The index for 5 base metul issues rose 6.2 points to 
121.5 between August 25 and September 29 while a similar index of 25 gold shares 
weakened 1.7 to 73.6. In the same interval the composite mining stock index moved 


up cet? to 89.8. 
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RELIMINARY )* 


COST OF LIVING: The Dominion Eureau of Statistics cost-of-living index declined 

from 162.3 at September Ist to 162.2 at October 1st. This placed 
the index 2.6 points above the level of a year ago, as contrasted with an advance of 17.4 
points recorded between October 1, 1947 and October 1, 1948. The tenth of a point decline 
during September was caused mainly by decreases in foods which proved of more importance 
than increases for coal, coke and gasoline. The latter followed the establishment of a 
premium on the United States dollar, 

The food index decreased from 207,0 to 205,0 as slight price 
reductions were registered for beef, lamb, pork, eggs, oranges and both fresh and canned 
wegevables, These overbalanced small increases in butter, lard, coffee and lemons, The 
only other group index to show a decrease was homefurnishings and services, which moved 
from 167.4 to 167.2, principally due to a decline in the average price of radios, Higher 
prices for United States anthracite coal and coke were sufficient to raise the fuel and 
light index from 130.1 to 134.1. The clothing index advanced 0.6 points to 184.1. 


fr 


Increases in men's winter overcoats and rubbers were largely responsible, The Index of 
miscellaneous items moved from 128.9 to 130.2 reflecting increases in gasoline and 
Montreal street car fares, The rent index remained unchanged at 123.9. 


From August 1939 te October 1949 the increase in the cost-of-living 


index was 60.9 percent, 
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY): Prices of industrial materials moved irregularly during 
(1926 = 100 


October, and the Bureau's index, on the base 1926 = 100, 
rose from 149.0 for the week ending September 30 to 149.2 for the week ending October 28, 
At this level it was 7.7 percent below the final week in October 1946, and 8.6 percent 
below the peak of 163.2 touched for the fourth week of August 1948, Higher quotations 
were noted for wood pulp, scrap steel, crude oil, coal, hides, wheat and oats, while 
deeiibes occurred in spruce and fir lumber, steers, hogs, lead and zinc, The index for 
Canadian Farm Products at wholes ale fell from 145 to 144.6 in the same period. Hides 


and fluid milk advanced, but potatoes, hay, livestock, eggs and raw wool declined, 
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Week Ended Monthly Average 
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SECURITIES ¢ Common stock prices on Canadian exchanges recorded consider= 


able strength in October, By the final week of the month 
levels closely corresponded with those putadnine at the beginning of 1949, When compared 
with the mideyear low point of 98.5 touched for the week of Jume 16, the advance in the 
composite. index we amounted to 17.5 points. Between the weeks of September 29 and 
October 27 the Investors! index for 106 common stocks rose 5,5.points to 116.0. In the 
same period, the group index for 82 industrials advanced 6,0 points to 109.8; § banks 
5,7 points to 141.4 and 16 utilitics 1.8 points to 122.6. In the mining stock section, 
indexes for both golds and base metals were firmer. A weekly index for the former rose 
3.4 points to 77,0 between Septemver 29 and October 27,-while a corresponding series for 
5 base metals moved up 5.1 points to 126.6, The composite index for 30 mining stocks 


recorded a gain of 4.0 points to 93.8 in the same interval. 
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* Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfoundland 


Hb Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to Prices Section, 
Labour and Prices Division, 
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Prick MOVEMENTS . NOVEMBER 1949 (PRELIMIMARY 
COME 
COST-OF-LIVING: The Dominion Fureau of Statistics cost-of-living index receded 0.5 


points to 161.7 between October 1st and November Ist, 1949. This 


marked the third successive monthly decline and lowered the index 1.1 below the August 


‘peak of 162.8, Easicr food quotations again were primarily responsible for the decrease, 


although the clothing incex moved down fractionally, 
The food index dropped 1.7 points to 203.3 during October, due 


mainly to seasonal weakness for meats coupled with lower prices for eggs and fresh and 


canned vegetables, These outweighed increases for oranges, lemons and coffee, Clothing, 


the only other group to register a decline, receded from 164.1 to 183.7 due mainly to 


decreases for men's overcoats anc suits and women's topcoats, Higher quotations for coal 


and coke imported from the United States were reflected in a further advance in the fuel 


Hand light index from 134.1 to 135.1. Homefurnishings and services moved up 0.2 to 167.4 


when higher prices for certain furniture items overbalanced decreases for dishes and 


glassware, The group indexes for miscellaneous items at 130.2 and rentals at 123.9 


) Sees otsssee es sr acres 


{ 


¥ 


remained unchanged, 
From August 1939 to November 1949, the increase in the cost-of- 


living index was 60.4 percent. 
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November 1, 1948 159.6 q OAS) 1G 166.0 124.6 
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WHOLESALE PRICES: (WERKLY): The index of Industrial Material Prices rose from 149.3 

(1926 = 100) oe mper 
for the week of October 28 to 150.6 for the week of 
November 25, Steers, raw rubber, raw cotton, copper and zinc were among the commodities — 
to move higher, while cottonseed oil, hogs and lead declined. frieesiervela were 
approximately 7 p.c. below the corresponding period of last year, but 5 Len above the 
game period in 1947, The Canadian Farm Products wholesale price index advanced from 
144.6. 66 5.2. Strength was evident in potatoes, hay, livestock and hides, but 


eggs were in more plentiful supply and prices moved lower. 
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SECURITIES: Common stock prices on Canadian exchanges registered 
further strength ka Navenber wea eheue a narrow reaction 
was noted in the final week of the month, Between the weeks of October 27th and 
November 24th the Investors! Index for 106 common stocks rose 2.8 points to 118.8, 
Price increases were concentrated mainly in industrials and banks; am index for the 
former recording an increase of 3.9 points to 113.7 while the latter series rose 1.8 
points to 143.2, During the same period, the index for 16 utilities eased Led to 
121.2... In the mining stocks section advances for base metal issues were balanced by 
declines in golds amd the composite index for 30 representative issues closed the 
month at 93.8 for no net change, A 1949 monthly peak of 97,2 for this index was 
reached in the first week of November, The section index for 5 base metal shares 
rose 1.3 points to 127.9 during the period under review, while a similar index for 


25 gold shares receded 0.6 points to 76.4. 
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# Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfoundland 


UB Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to Prices Section, 
Labour and Prices Division, 
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PRELIMINARY )* 


ae 


PRICH ) MOVEMENTS, DECEMBER L949 


GRD THE em 


COST-OF-LIVINGs The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index declined 


from 161.7 at November list to 161.5 at December lst. . This 


marked the fourth consecutive fractional decline from the August peak of 162.8, and 


placed the index 2.6 points above December 1, 1948. This latest decrease was 


almost entirely due to the foéd index which dropped from 203.3 to 201.9. Sharply 


overpalanced considerably 


igs) 


lower prices for eggs and slight decreases in meat 
higher quotations for coffee, Homefurnishings and services re tered the only 

other decrease moving from 167.4 to 167.1, while the clothing index remained unchanged 
at 183.7. Fuel and light increased 0.1 points to 135.2 and the index of miscellaneous 


items 0,3.points to 130.5. The results of the November quarterly survey of rents 


wi 
lo 


movea the rent imdex from 123.9 to 1 


Fron August 1939 to December 1949 the increase in the cost-of- 


living index was 60.2 percent, 
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WHOLESALE PRICES WEEKLY ) The index of Industrial Material Prices moved from 150.6 
26 = F 

Fr ae for the week of November 25th to 150.4 for the week of 
December 23rd, a level approximately 7 p.c. vcelow that of the corresponding.week of 
1948. Tin deciined sharply, and white lead, oats, and cottonseed old were somewhat 
weaker, while higher quotations were noted for livestock, raw rubser, raw cotton, wool 
ana steel sheets. Canadian Farm Products declined also, dronping from 145.1 to 143.9. 
Field Products showed no net change at 122.8, but Animal Products closed 3.3. lower 
at 179.1. Eggs were mainly responsible, dropping 35,6 points to an index level of 82.9 
while hides and poultry declined more Acasa Slight advances occurred in quotations 


for livestock and wool, 


Wholesale Price Indexes, (1220 = 100) 


_eekl 


Monthly Average 


Week Ended 


Dec. 
1949 Nov. Dec. 


(4 Weeks) 1949 | 1948 


2 SES ATES 


Industrial Materials 150.3'1- 150.40 Rerdsfelinha panto ng 


Canadian Farm Products | a0 Ae ae a ee ee 144.8 4148.8 
SEGURITIEG : Common stock prices moved narrowly in December, the 


Investors! Index for 106 representative issues standing at 
118.6 for the week of December 29 compared with 18.8 for November oyth. The December 
1949 average of 117.9 compared with an index level of 115.8 a year oe The index for 
82 industrial stocks receded 0,6 to 113.1 between November 24th and December agth, 
while 8 bank stocks declined 3.1 to U0.1. The index for 16 utilities, on the other 
hand, rose 2.9 points to 124.1. Mining stocks were fractionally pyc: The composite 
ancdex Lor 30 representative issues moved up 0,5.t0 94.3 between.the weeks of November 
24th and December 29th. Five base metals advanced 1.4 to 129.3 in the same interval 
while the index for 25 golds changed 0.1, from 76.4 to 16.5. When compared with the 
December 1948 average, the composite mining stock index for December 1949 has registered 


an increase of 8.2 points to 92.4. 


36 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39 = 100 


Week Ended 


Monthly Average 


Be INOVStrialLs: + <<s.0 


| 
(1949) | 
| | 
Dec, Nov. Dec. 
L9OA9 1949 1948 
INVESTORS! PRICK INDEX | | 
(106 Common Stocks)... TiS ON epee ILO NT AL eM AL ae he lae cmd Ot i dabeet noes 
\ 


Lo eho ytle sane be SOWLiO te ie ad Le Oo) 
16 Utilitiesi~s esses ss ieie2 eee ]> I2g eee se 12256) 124.2 dee 65] I2h,01 caver 
a ne 


8 Banks eeeseoeoeoeoes CAG ee 140.6 140.8 A Re 04 RVA @ Mali TAGS 22 Leek 


MINING STOCK PRICE INDEX 


(730 Stdeks )s.sslecsnes OR Br ORI 02.9" 99.0) 96.9.1 Of alriom.s |b Oo abe aree 
25 Golde t. golek Vbebes 16.4 Teak: F345 729 736 76.5 Vise ite 63.0 
5 Base Metals.....c. Horo) Nae RO Loo 8 (Aare ose oe | ASOT 127 


GOVERNMENT OF CANADA LONG- 
TERM BONDS - YIELD INDEX} 89.2] 89.9| 89.91 90.5} 90.5} 90.2], 90.3] 89.2| 95.5 


* Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfoundland 


N.B. Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to Prices Section, 
Labour and Prices Division, 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, MAY 1952 (PRELIMINARY )* 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEX The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index 
1935-1939 = 100) declined 2.0 points or 1.1 per cent between April 1 and 
May 1 to reach 186.7. This placed the index below the level of July 1951, and 
marked the largest monthly percentage decline since January 1943. Lower food 
prices were again largely responsible for the change, and the drop in this series 
from 240.2 to 235.3 accounted for three-fourths of the decline in the total index, 
Among food items showing large declines were: butter, beef, bacon, veal, lard, 
shortening, and oranges, Fresh vegetables as a group were higher, led by a further 
substantial advance in potatoes, The homefurnishings and services index changed 
from 200.5 to 198.2; materially lower prices within the electrical goods group 
coupled with smaller decreases for furnishings and cleaning supplies were more 
important than increases in telephone rates in British Columbia and the Maritimes. 
Small decreases in footwear and men's wear lowered the clothing index fractionally 
from 210.4 to 210.1. The miscellaneous items series receded from 147.9 to 147.4 
following a reduction in tobacco products, automobile tires, soap, magazines, and 
gasoline, which overbalanced higher quotations for theatre admissions, barbers! 
fees, and street car fares, A decrease in the fuel and light index from 152.5 to 
150.6 was due to seasonal recessions in coal and coke which outweighed an advance 


in domestic gas rates, Rents were not surveyed in May, the index remaining at 


146.3. From August 1939 to May 1952 the percentage increase in the 


total index was 85.2, 
Dominion Cost of Living Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


Combined 
Index 


May 1, 1952 
April 1, 1952 
May 1, 1951 


8002-503 | 


WHOLESALE PRICH INDEXES (WEEKLY) The index for 30 industrial material prices at 
1935-1939 = 100 
wholesale declined from 257.6 to 249.9 between 


April 25th and May 23rd. Compared with May 1951 the index has registered a drop 

of 18.4 per cent. Scattered decreases occurred for numerous items in May includ- 
ing, among others, lead, raw rubber, raw cotton, United States bituminous coal, 
western oats, raw sugar and white lead, These outweighed small advances in western 
wheat, steers, beef hides, and raw wool. The composite index for Canadian farm 
product prices at terminal markets advanced from 241.8 to 247.7 between April 25th 
and May 23rd. Higher prices were noted for both field and animal products, and 

an index for the former series moved from 219.3 to 225.3 while that for the latter 
strengthened from 264.3 to 270.1. Among commodity changes potatoes moved up sub- 


stantially while livestock and raw wool prices were generally firmer, Eggs were 


higher in Western Canada but lower in the East, 
Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 =100) 


1952 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


Apr. | May May May May May Apr. | May (P) 
25th and 9th 16th | 23rd | 1951 1952 


2576.| 25255 | 250.7 | 269.9 | 24969 | 306.) 258 apeoOee 
241.8 | 243.4 | 241.9 | 242.5 | 247.7 | 265.3 24504 | 2h309 


SECURITY INDEXES: Following a sharp drop in the first week of May common stock 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


narrow range for the remainder of the month. The composite index for 105 indust- 


rial, utility and bank shares fell from 169.4 for the week of April 24th to 164.9 


Preliminary 


prices recovered in the second week to hold within a relatively 


for May lst but recovered to close at 168.7 for May 29th. The group index for 82 
industrials registered a decrease of 1.0 points to 172,1 between April 24th and 
May 29th while 15 utilities declined the same amount to 165.3. The index for 8 
banks advanced from 138.5 to 142.6. Mining stock prices moved within narrow limits 
in May, the composite index for 30 representative issues closing at 101.1 for the 
29th against 100.4 for April 24th. Both base metals and golds were firmer, the 
index for the former advancing from 157.8 to 159.7 while that for the latter 
stiffened from 75.4 to 75.5. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1952 


Week Ended Monthly 


Average 


Investors’ Price Index ...... 
169.0 


105 Common Stocka............ 
82 Industrials,.........csssccsess 172.4 
15 Utilities......cccosessrsecees 166,2 
BPR MU Bitrtsstesstuccststonecte be 141.2 


Mining Stock Price Index 


SO BtOCKS oo.c.ccseccecsssoescesoese 1G0L 
00 06000000000000006000000000 e @ @ e @ @ fispet 


Ce peoececgoooess @ @ e e 6 ®@ 6 e 161.6 


Sattar 115.2 | 114.9 | 114.2] 112.6] 112.9] 121.9] 104.9}115.4 


id Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfound- 
land, 


(1) Yield Indexes Based on Rates as of Wednesday of Lach Week. 


N.B. Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to 
The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division, 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, JUNE 1952 (PRELIMINARY )* 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEX The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index 
1935-1939 = 100 advanced 0.6 points or 0.3 per cent to 187.3 between 
May lst and June 2nd, to mark the first upward movement in the index since January. 
Increases in the indexes of food and rent were sufficient to overbalance decreases 
in clothing, fuel and light, and homefurnishings and services. Excluding potatoes, 
food prices were down on average, but an exceptionally large increase of nearly 
thirteen cents per ten pounds of potatoes, combined with higher prices for most 
other fresh vegetables and fresh pork, was sufficient to raise the food index from 
235.3 to 237.0. Among other foods, decreases were registered for beef, butter, 
bacon, coffee, and oranges, The homefurnishings and services index declined from 
198.2 to 197.2 reflecting lower prices for electrical equipment, furniture and 
floor coverings which outweighed higher laundry charges. A decrease in the clothe 
ing series from 210.1 to 209.3 was largely due to reductions in women's nylon 
hosiery and men's sweaters, pyjamas, and socks, Further seasonal decreases in 
coal and coke lowered the fuel and light index from 150.6 to 149.8 while the miscel- 
laneous items index remained unchanged at 147.4. Reflecting the results of a June 


survey, the rent index advanced from 146.3 to 147.9. 


From August 1939 to June 1952 the percentage increase in 
the total index was 85.8. 


Dominion Cost of Living Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


Miscel- 
laneous 


June 2, 1952 
May 1, 1952 
June 1, 1951 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The index for 30 industrial material prices 
1935-1939 = 100 : 


declined moderately between May 30th and June 
27th from 250.5 to 249.4. Among commodity changes scattered decreases occurred for 
wheat, raw sugar, beef hides, sisal and zinc, These overbalanced advances for oats, 
steers, raw rubber, raw cotton, raw wool, lead and copper. Canadian farm product 
prices at terminal markets receded from 250.6 to 248.9 between the same dates, due 
to a drop in field products which outweighed an advance in animal products. The 
index for field products dropped from 231.2 to 221.8, reflecting substantial 
reverses in potatoes coupled with a slight decrease for hay, Firmer prices for 


livestock, eggs and raw wool moved the animal products index from 269.9 to 276.0. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 =100) 
1952 | 
. Week Ended Monthly Average 
May | June | Jun Jun June | June | May | June (P) 
30th 6th | 23th 20th 27th 1951 1952 | 1952 


e e 
siceqaausdetagst 250.5 | 248.0 | 248.2 | 248.1 | 249.4 | 304.0 | 251.0 | 248.4 
eo taeeaes 250.64 252.21 25150, 1 248.01 248.9 1272.6.) Guo) 2oG.G 


(P) Preliminary 
SECURITY INDEXES: Common stock prices presented a firmer tone in June and the com-_ 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


posite index for 105 issues advanced from 168.7 for the week of 
May 29th to 172.0 for June 26th. In the same interval the index for 82 industrials 
moved up from 172.1 to 175.1, while that for 15 utilities changed from 165.3 to | 
167.7 and 8 banks from 142.6 to 150.0. Mining stock prices stiffened from 101.1 
to 102.5, due fo an advance in base metal issues. The index for this series moved 


up from 159.7 to 164.2 between May 29th and June 26th, while a similar index for 


25 representative golds registered no net change at 75.5. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939=100 


1952 


Monthly 
Week Ended Average 


May June | June | June | June May | June 
1952 
Investors’ Price Index 
105 Common StOCKS secccssceosesceee 171.6 
82 Industrials ...ccccoeee eile Sensi 174.8 
RSMO Ge sas cides isdaecdeonders 168.1 
BERETG .scSeesoctp i crsdvtveetts 146.6 
Mining Stock Price Index 
BOISLOCKS Giceessessseeessssesonsees eee 102.0 
DOUOIAS. cserensekenscceerea gereane? 7509 
BEBASC METIS gssecacestssesserssas 162.6 
Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds —Yield Index (1) 114.0 
* Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfound- 
land, 
(1) Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 
N.B. Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to 


The Prices Section, Laborr and Prices Division. 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, JULY 1952 (PRELIMINARY )* 

COST-OF-LIVING INDEX The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index 
~ (1935-1939 = 100) 

increased 0.4 per cent or 0.7 points between June 2nd and 
July 2nd, to reach 188.0. This marked an increase in two months of 0.7 per cent, 
following a decrease of 2.5 per cent during the previous four months, and placed 
the index slightly above the level of July 1951. The latest increase was entirely 
attributable to foods, with other group indexes remaining unchanged or decreasing 
slightly. The food index advanced from 237.0 to 239.5 as a substantial seasonal 
increase in eggs, coupled with higher prices for beef, lamb and pork, outweighed 
decreases in fresh fruits and vegetables, The index of clothing prices decreased 
from 209.3 to 209.1 following minor declines throughout the clothing group. Home- 
furnishings and services moved down from 197.2 to 196.7 as a result of declines 
concentrated in floor coverings and electrical goods. The fuel and light index 
remained unchanged at 149.8, as did the index of miscellaneous items at 147.4. 
Rents were not surveyed during July and this index was also unchanged at 147.9. 


From August 1939 to July 2, 1952, the percentage increase in the total 


index was 86.5, 


Dominion Cost of Living Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


Fuel Home 
er pet Rent and Clothing | Fumishings 
Light & Services 


149.8 


Miscel- 


July 2, 1952 
June 2, 1952 
July 2, 1951 


147.4 


8002-503 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY The index for 30 industrial material prices 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


registered a further decline between June 27th 

and July 25th from 249.4 to 247.7 following decreases for wood pulp, raw rubber, 
raw cotton, zinc, wheat and steers. These outweighed advances in western oats, 
domestic raw wool, beef hides, and white lead. Canadian farm product prices at 
terminal markets declined from 248.9 to 243.5 between June 27th and July 25th. 
Decreases were concentrated mainly in field products where declines for potatoes 
and grains lowered the index from 221.8 to 212.2. Slightly easier prices for 
livestock outweighed advances in raw wool and eggs to lower the animal products 


index from 276.0 to 274.8. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1933-1939 =100) 


1952 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


June | July | July | July | July | July | June | July (@) 
27th Ath | 11th | 18th | 25th | 1951 | 1952 


2H9e4| 247.6} 248.1) 247.8) 247.7] 297.0) 248.5] 247.8 
24809} 24505] 247.9) 2h3.3) 243-05) 277.1) 249.5| 245.0 


SECURITY INDEXES: Common stock prices continued upward in July and the composite 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


Industrial Materials ...........ce0c.- 


Canadian Farm Products ........- 


(P) Preliminary 


index for 105 common stocks moved from 172.0 for the week of 
June 26th to 175.0 for the week of July 24th. Among group changes the index for 
82 industrials advanced from 175.1 to 178.6 while that for 15 utilities stiffened 
from 167.7 to 169.5 and the series for 8 banks from 150.0 to 151.4. Mining stocks 
were firmer also, the composite index for 30 representative issues increasing from 
102.5 for June 26th to 109.1 for July 24th. The index for 5 base metals advanced 
from 164.2 to 182.8 in the same interval while the corresponding index for 25 gold 


stocks moved up from 75.5 to 76.9. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1938-1939=100 


1952 Monthly 

Week Ended Average 
June | July | July | July June July (P) 
26th | 3rd | 10th | 17th 1952 1952 


Investors’ Price Index 


105 Common Stocks «sc.e0 testa. 174.0 
BO ANdUstriale wvctsswessssocssctvaces ay PY | 
Ao Uldlillaa veserecvateensseuvteceeere 168.5 

BYBGHES sssdevetssdcsnsetorsedscesdss 149.5 

Mining Stock Price Index 
30 SLOCKS cescccccssccvecveccces eoceee 106.2 
Be RGIS ierecshomasseseossae arene 7667 

GEASS MICLAIS “ss sscesnecsuseatseze 173.6 

Government of Canada Long-Term 

Bonds —Yield Index (1) diGee 1116.8 131755 117.1 

* Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering New- 


foundland, 
(P) Preliminary 
1) Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week, 


N.B. Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to 
The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division. 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, AUGUST 1952 (PRELIMINARY )* 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEX The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index 
"(1935-1939 = 100) 

declined slightly from 188.0 to 187.6 between July 2 and 
August 1, 1952, to place the index at the same level as July 1951. The latest 
decline was due to lower prices for food, clothing and homefurnishings, which were 
partly off-set by higher indexes for fuel and miscellaneous items, The food index 
declined from 239.5 to 238.0, largely as a result of lower prices for fresh vege- 
tables, particularly potatoes,which outweighed increases for eggs, lemons and oranges. 
The clothing index moved from 209.1 to 208.6 following narrow declines in men's 
wear, piece goods, and footwear, The homefurnishings and services index also de- 
clined from 196.7 to 196.0 with lower prices for rugs, wool blankets, and soap, 
aeesecary for most of the change. The index of fuel and light advanced from 149.8 
to 150.1 following seasonal advances in the price of coal and coke, The miscel- 
laneous series moved from 147.4 to 147.8 as higher prices were registered for 
items of health care and magazine costs. The rent index was unchanged at 147.9. 


From August 1939 to August 1, 1952, the percentage increase 


in the total index was 86.1. 


Dominion Cost of Living Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


Home 
Saar ook Clothing | Fumishings 
: & Services 


Miscel- 
laneous 


August 1, 1952 
July 2, 1992 
August: 1, 1951 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES a The index for 30 industrial material prices at 
1935-1939 = 100 


wholesale registered a further decline in August 
to 242.5 by the week of the 22nd from 248.2 for July 25th. Commodity decreases were 
scattered and included iron ore, bleached wood pulp, raw sugar, raw rubber, raw wool, 
steers, wheat, lead and zinc. Continuing firmness for the Canadian dollar in August 
was reflected in lower prices for both imports and exports. The composite price 
index for Canadian farm products at terminal markets dropped from 244.0 to 235.2 due 
mainly to lower prices for field products. The index for this series moved down 
from 212.2 to 196.1 due to declines in potatoes and western grains. Initial payment 
prices to producers for wheat and barley ati into effect on August lst at levels 


considerably below those prevailing in July. The index for animal products moved 


from 275.8 to 274.3 following a lower price level for livestock and raw wool which 


outweighed strength in eggs. 
Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 =100) 


1952 | 
Week Ended Monthly Average 
July Aug. | Aug. | Aug. Aug. | Aug. | July | Aug. () 
25th lst Sth | 15th 2end | 1951 | 1952 
242.5 


248.2 | 248.4 | 247.7) 247.2 287.4) 248.0 | 246.4 
2b ON 2h Vel 9237 62) 23668010235 $231 263 eh 3 238 53 


SECURITY INDEXES: Industrial and utility common stock prices moved down in 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


Industrial Materials ............c... 


Canadian Farm Products ......... 


(P) Preliminary 


August and as a result the composite index for 105 stocks 

| receded from 178.3 for the week of July 3lst to 175.1 for the week of August 28th. 
In the same interval the index for 82 industrials declined from 182.5 to 178.8, 
while that for 15 utilities moved down from 172.3 to 168.2. Bank shares, on the 
other hand, advanced from 149.6 to 154.2, In the mining stock section the composite 
index for 30 representative issues stiffened from 110.4 to 110.5 due to a firmer 
tone for golds. The index for this series moved from 76,2 to 78.6, while a similar 


series for five base metals declined from 188.7 to 183.4. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939=100 


ae Monthly 
Week Ended Average 


July | Aug. | Aug. | Aug. Aug. | Jul. | Aug. 


1952 


Investors’ Price Index 


105 Common Stocks ....ccccscscccess 176.0 
POMMOUSELIAIS sssesecesevesccsvesares 179.8 
SCE To a 169.9 

SERGI 5 eceys essa crse¥onsnsharnsean’ 152.4 


Mining Stock Price Index 


DUTOCK EUs te cnces occusdevececncusaet 11062 
DRPOOS cert ceceradcecesisconcoscaes (ARMS 
REA SEI MOLES crcccsecccresvaceceos 184.9 
Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds —Yield Index (1) 119.1 
x Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfound- 


land, 
(1) Yield Indexes Based on Rates as of Wednesday of Each Week. 


N.B. Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to 
The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division. 
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PRICK MOVEMENTS, OCTOBER 1952 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX The Dominion Bureau of Statistics Consumer Price Index 
| A Mg ce declined from 116.1 to 116.0 between September 2 and 
October 1, as declines in the food and clothing indexes overweighed increases in 
| shelter, household operations, and other commodities and services. 
The food index decreased from 115.8 to 115.1. Sub- 
stantial decreases in the price of potatoes, beef and lamb were partly offset by 
reflection in the index of normal seasonal increases in the consumption of these 
foods. Among other foods, slight increases were registered by grapefruit, lettuce, 
fresh tomatoes, oranges, and fresh pork, while declines were shown for canned 
tomatoes, onions and cooked meats, 


The clothing index decreased from 110.9 to 109.9 fol- 


lowing decreases in men's wool underwear, women's fur and cloth coats, woollen yard 
goods and children's wear, 
The household operation series increased from 116.0 to 
116.2 as decreases in floor coverings, textiles and soap were overbalanced by 
increases in coal, fuel oil, and ice. 

The index of other commodities and services increased 
from 115.8 to 116.4, largely as a result of higher local transportation charges. 

The shelter index advanced from 121.2 to 121.5 as 
slightly higher quotations were reported for house repairs and replacement items, and 
mortgage interest rates, Rents were not surveyed during October and the rent com- 


ponent of the shelter index remained unchanged, 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 100) 


Total Household Other Com- 
Index Shelter | Clothing Operations modities and 
Services 


JOctober 1, 1952 
, eptember 2, 1952 
Petober 1, 1951 


October Le beeles, 0 


2 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEX: The Dominion bureau of Statistics Cost-of-Living Index 
(1935-1939 = 100) declined from 186.5 to 185.0 between September 2 and 
October 1, 1952. This decrease of 0.8 per cent compares with a decline of 0.1 
per cent for the Consumer Price Index, «The difference in the movements of the 
two indexes is largely accounted for by the fact. that the Consumer Price Index 
is based on a more lengthy list of items reflecting current consumption habits, 

whereas the Cost-of-Living Index is based on pre-war expenditure patterns. 
Recognition of seasonal shifts in food consumption also accounts for part of 


the difference, as does the direct inclusion of home-ownership. 


Domiaion Cost of Living Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


co Home 
Gonied cieaide eee 
ex Pinhe & Services 


Miscele 


September 2, 1952| 186.5 147.8 


October ole Wi Oe 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The index for 30 industrial material prices 
Be eel ek registered a further drop to 238.1 for the 


week ending October 3lst as compared with 239.7 for the week of September 26th. 


Among commodity changes decreases occurred for woodpulp, white lead, raw cotton, 
raw wool, steers, lead and tin. These outweighed advances for structural steel, 
merchant bars, western wheat, western oats, raw rubber, beef hides and sisal. 
Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets reversed their downward tendency 
of the past three months to record a small advance in October, Between the weeks 
of September 26th and October 31st the composite index moved up from 219.9 to 

222.8 due mainly to firmness in field products. An index for this series stiffened 
from 177.6 to 181.2, largely as a result of higher quotations for potatoes, The 
index for animal products moved from 262.1 to 264.4 when strength in eggs, butter- 


fat and fluid milk outweighed a decrease in livestock in eastern Canada, 


3 


Wholesale. Price Indexes (1935-1939 =100) 


1952 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


Sept. | Oct. | Oct. | Oct. | Oct. | Oct. | Oct. | Sept.} Oct.(p) 
26th 3rd| 10th} 17th} 24th} 31st) 1951 


i Le Hg A ac 12 7 pe 6 Wi WO Biko l= Pe cede ate | Be et oi 
QE 04) OL Gwe ec Oulneel oOs see Lbs 2eoeR 


1952 


Industrial Materials ...... 238.8 


Canadian Farm Products 259.3 | 225.5 | 220.9 


(P) Preliminary 


SECURITY INDEXES: Common stock prices fluctuated erratically during 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

October with a declining tendency predominating. 
Between the weeks of September 25 and October 30 the composite index for 105 
common stocks dropped from 168.4 to 163.7. This compared with a low point 
for the month of 161.7 touched on October 23, All major groups registered 
declines between September 25 and October 30, the series for 82 industrials 
receding 5.3 points to 165.1 while that for 15 utilities declined 3.9 points 
to 161.6 and the index for 8 banks 1.4 points to 153.7. Mining stock price 
movements parallelled those for industrials and utilities. Between 
September 25 and October 30 the composite index for 30 representative 
issues dropped 5.8 points to 98.5. In the same interval the index for 5 
base metals moved from 176.1 to 165.0 and that for 25 golds from 72.9 to 


69.4 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1952 


Week Ended posers) 
Sept. | Oct. anoce. | Cove iOcls "CCU. 
9th 16th |23rd 30th 


Investors’ Price Index...... 

105 Common Stocks... 162.0 |161.7 163.6 
82 Industrials,...cesssecrseens 162.9 |162.7 164.9 
BASHING 68 cs ctecttnee 161.4 {160.6 162.1 

GER DUB. asecccrscssherssaniintsve bled |1 5557 153.7 

Mining Stock Price Index 
BOO CK ir essleeiitiannans 972 
BU GOI... toscecprensscsrerss 69.5 

5 Base Metals vorcsssssssen | 164.4 /163.5 166.9 


aie co ees | 119.7 {119.1 | 118.8| 118.8 [118.4 [118.1 [105.7 | 
5 Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week, 


N.B. Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to 
The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, NOVEMBER 1952 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX The Dominion Bureau of Statistics Consumer Price Index 

1949 = 100 increased 0.1 per cent to 116.1 between October 1 and 

November 1 to mark the sixth month of a plateau during 

which the index has not moved more than 0.1 per cent. Only fractional changes were 
recorded by any of the group indexes between October 1 and November 1, with two 
advancing and three declining. Foods showed the largest change in advancing 0.5 
per cent to 115.7. Lower prices were recorded for grapefruit, beef and lamb, while 
butter, lard, eggs, oranges, and most fresh vegetables advanced in price. Seasonal 
consumption of fats, eggs, winter vegetables and some meats was somewhat higher than 
during October, while the reverse was the case for bananas, lettuce, tomatoes and 
pre-cooked meats. The clothing index declined 0.1 per cent to 109.8 as decreases 
in men's overcoats and boys! parkas were partially offset by slightly higher prices 
for men's oxfords and women's overshoes., Household operation decreased from 116.2 
to 115.9 following lower quotations for fuel oil, carpets and household textiles. 
Scattered small increases advanced the index of other commodities and services 
from 116.4 to 116.6. The shelter component moved down 0.1 per cent to 121.4 as a 
result of a small decrease in the home-owner replacement index, 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 100) 


Other Commodi- 
ties and 
Services 


Household 
Operation 


| Total | 
Index | Food |Shelter | Clothing | 


November. 1,..1952 
Vetober sj 1952 
November 1, 1951 


116.4 


saa Pa a 


COST OF LIVING INDEX Between October 1 and November 1 the Cost-of-Living 
(1935-1939 = 100) Index decreased 0.1 per cent from 185.0 to 184.8. 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES (1935-1939 = 100) 


Home 
Furnishings 
& Services 


Combined Food Rent mace 


Index Clothing 


and 
Light 


November l, 1952 
October, 1,,1952 
November 1,/1951 


148.5 


8002-503 | 


2 

WHOLESALE PRICK INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material commodity prices at whole- 

Dr cata ata an sale registered moderate strength in November 
as indicated by an advance in the weekly index for 30 prices from 238.1 to 241.6 
between October 31 and November 28, Among commodities recording price increases 
were the following: raw rubber, beef hides, raw wool, lead, zinc, tin, steers, 
western oats and wheat,and wood pulp. The two latter items, which are priced on 
an export basis, reflect the fact that the Canadian dollar is not as strong as a 
month ARO. Slightly weaker quotations were noted for white lead, rosin and raw 
cotton in November, Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets declined 
from 222.8 to 222.1 between October 31 and November 28 reflecting weakness in 
field products, The index for field products moved from 181.2 to 178.0 in the 


same interval due to lower prices for eastern potatoes, eastern grains and tobacco 


which outweighed strength in western potatoes and western hay. An advance in the 
animal products series from 264.4 to 266.1 reflected strength in prices of steers, 


lambs, fowl, raw wool and eastern milk sold for cheese manufacture. These over~= 


balanced a sharp drop in eggs. . 
WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (1935-1939 = 100) 


1952 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


Oct. | Nov. | Nov. | Nov. | Nov. | Nov. | Oct. | Nov.(P) 
31st 7th. (lath ’ 2lst eothi 1) L9510 |" ig62 


D952 


ERE enenerey 238.1) :240.21 YREAS 8) 1 2412) 2a Ol cone | ele. Linen 
ARs 222.81 2eh OL ieehs 3) UeeceAl eee els G lies eee 


(P) Preliminary 
SECURITY INDEXES : Indexes of common stock prices were higher in November 
(1935-1939 = 100 

and the Investors! composite index for 105 represen- 
tative issues advanced from 163.7 for October 30th to 169.3 for November 27th. 
All major groups, except banks which declined from 153.7 to 151.9, were firmer, 
The index for 82 industrials moved up from 165.1 to 171.8 while that for 15 
utilities increased from 161.6 to 166.1. A stronger undertone developed for. 
mining stocks also, the composite index for 30 issues moving up from 98.5 to 


102.0. Among sub-group changes the index for 5 base metals advanced from 165.0 


to 170.2 while a similar series for 25 golds increased from 69.4 to 72.2. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939=100 


1952 
Week Ended 


Nov. Nov. Nov. 
30th 6th | 13th 1952 
Investors’ Price Index 
105 Common Stocks COHCEECECHHCEEBOOOE 16743 
82 Industrials 000000 8HH9HHHHOHHHHOEHS 169.2 
15 Utilities POOCOCHCHOCHHCHOTOE OHO SHES AEE 165.1 
8 Banks e@eeeceo eeoeceoe 0006008809008 eo ees 
Mining Stock Price Index 
30 Stocks SCOSHHHSCHHHHHHORTETHSGOHRVDE e8e00 100.8 
BOROINGr es. prssseeserecasscen sss ae fA 
Dy BASE MELAIS Jbesevcessnesstsyinved 168.8 
Government of Canada Long-Term ? 
Bonds —Yield Index (1) Ie SA hl 8 117.8 
C1) Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week 
N.B. Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed 


to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division. 
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DOMIN ION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
Labour and Prices Division 
OTTAWA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


For release 10 a.m., January 7, 1953. 
Price $1.00 annually; 10 cents each. 


PRICE MOVEMENTS, DECEMBER 1952 


TH& CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics! Consumer Price Index 
1949 = 100 decreased 0.26 per cent from 116.1 to 115.8 between 
November 1 and December 1. The latest decline came at 
the end of a six month period during which the index remained almost unchanged, and 
marked the lowest point reached by the index during 1952, Between November 1 and 
December 1 foods were the only group to register a substantial change. The food 
index decreased from 115.7 to 114.1 following a larger than seasonal drop in the 
price of eggs, and slightly lower prices for canned fruits and vegetables, grape- 
fruit, potatoes and pork. Somewhat higher prices were quoted for other fresh fruits 
and vegetables, cheese, butter, and some cuts of beef. These price changes were 
in combination with seasonally lower consumption of bananas, fresh tomatoes and pre- 
cooked meats, and higher seasonal consumption of fats, canned pears, and lamb. The 
clothing index declined fractionally from 109.8 to 109.7 as slight decreases in 
men's and children's wear were partially offset by a small advance in the footwear 
index, Within the household operation group lower prices for household textiles, 
Supplies and services were overbalanced by increases in the price of anthracite coal 
and the group index increased from 115.9 to 116.1. The index of other commodities 
and services remained unchanged at 116.6. The shelter index advanced from 121.4 to 
122.2 under the influence of a 0.9 per cent increase in the rent component and a 
O.3 per cent advance in the home-ownership series, 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 100 


| Household Other 

Food Shelter Clothing | Operation | Commodities 

and Services 
December 1, 1952 Lis 12.2 109.7 146%'6 
November 1, 1952 fl is 121 ya 109.8 116.6 
December 1, 1951 12235 118.2 115.2 pice a6, 


THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEX Between November 1 and December 1 the Cost-of-Living 


(1935-1939 = 100) Index decreased 0.32 per cent from 184.8 to 184.2, 


COS Che EDERG UNDEXES (1935-1939 = 100) 


a Home 
Clothing | Furnishings 
ee & Services 


December 1, 1952 
November 1, 1952 
Decembersi,. 1951 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material prices at wholesale moved 
peace lal a within narrow limits in December. The composite 


index for 30 price series moved between 242.3 for December 5th and 240.4 for the 
19th to close at 241.6 for the 26th, as compared with the same figure for November 


28th. Among commodity price series registering increases were: raw rubber, cotton- | 


seed oil, lead, white lead, imported bituminous coal and steers, Decreases were 
noted for the following: iron ore, export bleached wood pulp, beef hides, sisal, 
ginc, raw cotton, wheat and oats. In certain commodities decreases still continue 
to reflect the declining strength in the Canadian dollar. Canadian farm product 
prices at terminal markets were slightly firmer in December and the composite index 
advanced from 222.1 to 224.0 between November 28th and December 26th. Strength was 


concentrated in animal products and the index for this series moved from 266.1 to 


| 


272.4 between November 28th and December 26th. Higher prices were noted for steers, 


lambs, calves and eastern butterfat, while eggs were seasonally lower. In the field 


product section lower prices for certain grains, notably flax and rye, potatoes and 


raw leaf tobacco outweighed an advance in hay to lower the group index from 178.0 to 


T7526 Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 =100) 


1952 
Week Ended Monthly Average 
Nov. Dec. | Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Nov. Dec. 
5th | 12th 19th 26th | 1951 1952 


28th 
RE ah ube oes 241.6 | 242.3 | 240.9 | 240.4 | 241.6 | 284.6 | 241.2 | 241.3 
Se teecse a2261 | 223.2) 221.3 | 222.49) 224.0 | 275.0 teeeeIumeeene 


(r) Revised to incorporate final payments for western wheat, oats and barley. 
SECURITY INDEXES: Common stock prices continued to stiffen in December following 
(1935-1939 = 100) a trend established in the final quarter of 1952. Between 


November 27th and December 3lst the composite index for 105 representative issues 


moved from 169.3 to 171.9. Year-end levels were, however, considerably below those 
of a year ago - the December 1951 average being 177.3 as against 168.4 for December 
1952. Although the market continued to be selective all major groups moved up in 
December. The index for 82 industrials increased from 171.8 to 174.2 while that for 
15 utilities advanced from 166.1 to 168.0 and 8 banks from 151.9 to 157.8. Mining 
stock prices were also firmer in December, the composite index for 30 representative 
issues moving from 102.0 to 106.0 between November 27th and December 3lst. Both 
golds and base metals advanced,the former series increasing from 72.2 to 74.6 and 
the latter from 170.2 to 177.8. 


1952 (P) 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1952 


Week Ended Monthly 


Average 


Nov. | Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. | Dec. Dec. Nov. 
27th | the ath 18th | 24th] 31st | 1951 | 1952 


Investors’ Price Index ...... 


105 Common Stock8.........0 166.7) 166.5 168.4 
B2 Industrials...essssssscccserm 168.3) 167.7 169.9 
15 Utilites,..esssersossosssssoree 165.7] 166.2 LOTeh 
G DANE roetsesctichcestnenesetees 253.2 aeo 155.4 

Mining Stock Price Index 

BOTS CRS crctcoctonetgsesestesior 102.8} 103.0 103.4 


JRE OES , 7362 
D ctitestee 17205 


Mens tons arte Ons 118.0 
(1) Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week 
N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed 


to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division. 
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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS | 
Labour and Prices Division Lee Ke Pg ) Seat” IFDiee. 
OTTAWA r | 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


For release 10 a.m., February 5, 1953. 
Price $1.00 annually; 10 cents each. 


PRICE MOVEMENTS, JANUARY 1953 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics' Consumer Price Index 

1949 = 100 remained practically unchanged at 115.7 for January 2, 
1953 as compared to 115.8 at December 1, 1952. The latest index compares with a 
level of 118.2 for January of a year ago, Price movements were confined within 
narrow limits between December and January, with the food index registering the 
largest group change of less than one half of one per cent. The index for this 
series declined from 114.1 to 113.5 as lower prices for eggs and oranges, combined 
with numerous slight decreases in other items, overweighed increases concentrated 
in fresh vegetables and beef. Clothing remained unchanged at an index level of 
109.7. In the household operations series advances for coal, electricity, and 
telephone rates in some centres, as well as higher quotations for a few items of 
homefurnishings, moved the index from 116.1 to 116.5. The index of other commodi- 
ties and services advanced from 116.6 to 116.7, due mainly to an increase in the 
index of recreation. The shelter index moved from 122.2 to 122.3 following the 
inclusion of results of a December rent survey. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 100) 


Total | i] , ‘Household Other 
Index Food Clothing | Operation | Commodities 
| , and Services 


115.7 113.5 
11556 


Shelter 


January 2, 1953 
December 1, 1952 
danuary 2, 1952 


THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEX: The Cost-of-Living Index stood at 184.4 for January 2, 
(1935-1939 = 100) 1953, as against 184.2 for December 1, 1952. 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES (1935-39 = 100) 


January 2, 1953 
December 1, 1952 
January 2, 1952 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial Material prices at wholesale declined 

oo ere moderately in January. Between December 26th and 
January 23rd the composite index for 30 price series receded from 241.6 to 239.7 
due to reductions in widely scattered items. Among commodities registering 
decreases were the following: steers, hogs, wheat, oats, beef hides, raw cotton, 
unbleached pulp, raw rubber, sisal, lead and tin. Two commodities, cottonseed oil 
and domestic raw wool, were firmer in January. Canadian farm product prices at 
terminal markets also moved down in January, the composite index declining from 
224.0 to 219.6 between December 26th and January 23rd. Both field and animal 
product group indexes moved lower, the farmer series declining from 175.6 to 173.2 
due to weaker quotations for potatoes and certain western grains, notably rye and 
flaxseed and eastern corn, oats and wheat. A decrease in the animal products 
index from 272.4 to 266.1 reflected lower quotations for steers, western hogs and 
eggs which outweighed a slightly stronger price level for eastern hogs, calves, 


lambs, butterfat, domestic raw wool and fowl. 
Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1953 
Week Ended Monthly Average 
ates Jan. Jan. Dec. 
26th ea 9th 16th are ate 1952 


281.4 | 241.2 


Industrial Materials................ccscssees 


Canadian Farm Products ............... oohia 223.1 271 «b*1 222.3, 22le 
Bloid. ate waa book ack 175.6|175.8 176.4 | 174.6 
Animilc ieee ee See 318.2 | 268.3 


272.4) 270.5 


(P) Preliminary 
(r) Revised to incorporate final payments for western wheat, oats and barley. 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Common stock prices, with the exception of banks, remained — 
(1935-1939 = 100) relatively steady during January. The composite index for | 
104 common stocks moved up from 171.9 for the week of December 31st to 173.5 for the 
week of January 8th but subsequently declined to close at 171.8 for the week of the | 
29th for a net loss of 0.1 points. The index for &1 industrial stocks declined from | 
174.2 to 173.9 between Decenber 31 and January 29 while that for 15 utilities receded 
from 168.0 to 166.7. Banks were firmer, the index for 8 issues stiffening from 157.8 — 
to 162.6. Mining stocks were slightly weaker in January due to lower quotations for 
gold stocks. The composite index for 27 issues declined from a level of 106.0 for 
December 31st to 104.9 for January 29th with all of the loss occurring in the final 
week of the month. The index for 22 gold stocks moved down from 74.6 to 72.5 between 
December 3lst and January 29th while the index for 5 base metals advanced from 177.8 
to 179.1 in the same interval. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939=100 


1953 Monthly 
Week Ended Average 


Jan. Jan. Jan. Jan, Jan. Dec. Jan. 
8th | 15th | 22nd | 29th | 1952} 1952 |] 1953 


Investors’ Price Index 


104 ComMON StOCKS secssseceesseee ms Liees 
81 Industrials Ceoeeecovovecceve eoceoee Lhe 
Me AUB itiog sovssich.cacsevavarectecns 167.9 

8 Banks © 0000000000 600000008 000098 ece 162.0 

Mining Stock Price Index 
Zl BLOCKS: cesecceseccse ecceccccece cove 106.0 
PZMGGING We tseserctesseoesteade —— 735 

5 Base Metals eos. ssctuceueneeecs 180.6 

Government of Canada Long-Term 

Bonds —Yield Index (1) 118.3 
(1) Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 

N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to 


The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division. 
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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
Labour and Prices Division 


OTTAWA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


For release 10 a.m., March 5, 1953. 
Price $1.00 annually; 10 cents each. 


PRICE MOVEMENTS, FEBRUARY 1953 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: Between January 2, 1953 and February 2, 1953, the 
Se aac ' Dominion Bureau of Statistics! Consumer Frice Index 
registered a further fractional decrease from 115.7 to 115.5. Foods continued to 
account for most of the change, as the index for this series declined from 113.5 
to 112.7. Among food items showing decreases were sugar, tea, eggs, oranges, 
potatoes, tomatoes, lettuce and celery. Margarine, and most meats, particularly 
fresh pork, were higher in price. Price changes in index items other than food 
were confined to narrow limits. The clothing index moved from 109.7 to 109.6, 
while the household operations group advanced from 116.5 to 116.6. No change was 
recorded by the index of other commodities and services which remained at 116.7. 


An increase in the rent index of 0.2 per cent from 123.5 to 123.8, advanced iue | 


shelter component From 12235 (10,122, 5% 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Household 
Operation 


February 2, 1953 
January 2, 1953 
February 1, 1952 


aR hevey, 


THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEX: The Cost-of-Living Index for February 2, 1953 was 
CELE Ne ed 184.9, as compared to 184.4 at January 2, 1953. 
As was announced on February 26th, the Cost-of-Living Index will be published 


through September 1953. 
COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES 0799-2929. = 100) 


nome Miscel- 
Furnishings 
& Services | sneous 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material prices at wholesale changed 
1935-1939 = 100 ‘ eeriee 


narrowly in February as indicated by the com 
posite index for 30 commodities which declined from 238.7 for the week of January 
30th to 238.4 for the week of February 20th. Price decreases,which were scattered, 
included fir timber, white lead, raw rubber, lead, zinc, oats and steers. These 
outweighed firmer quotations for beef hides, raw cotton, tin ingots, wheat and 
hogs. Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets moved down again in 
February. The composite index stood at 215.6 on February 20th as against 217.0 
on January 30th. The decrease was due to field products which receded from 171.8 


to 168.3, as lower quotations occurred for eastern potatoes and eastern grains. 
Animal products advanced slightly, from 262.2 to 262.8, reflecting higher prices 


for hogs, eggs and fowl which outweighed a decline in steers, 
Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939= 100) 


i nded Monthly Average 
Feb. Feb, Feb. | Feb. Peb, a 
30th 6th 13th 20th | 27th 1952 nee 1953(P) 


ooe00en0 ns 1S S e gS 238 4 Not 210.7 240.2 238.5 
215 4| avail4 259.64) 219.9] 215.9 
221.9%) 173.4) 170.3 
266.4) 261.6 


90 Coo eoeSe00 


00 000000000000000000000000 


(P) Preliminary 
(r) Revised to incorporate final payments for western wheat, oats and barley. 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: The Dominion Bureau ot Statistics Investors! index of 
(1935-1939 = 100) common stock prices on Canadian exchanges weakened 
slowly through the first three weeks of February but registered a moderate re- 
covery in the final week, From a level of 171.8 for the week of January 29th the 
composite index for 103 common stocks declined to 167.2 by the week of February 
19th, but thereafter moved back to 170.1 by the 26th, for a net loss over the month 
of 1.7 points. The group index for 81 industrials closed at 170.9 as against 
168.1 for February 19th and 173.9 for January 29th. Utilities and banks, on the 
other hand, registered net gains, the index for the former closing at 168.5 as 
against 166.7 for January 29th, and that for the latter at 165.7 as compared with 
162.6. Mining stocks presented a similar pattern to the investors! index, the 
composite index for 27 issues moving down from 104.9 for January 29th to 102.6 
for February 12th but subsequently recovering to 103.5 by the 26th. Base metal 
stocks were responsible for tha decrease, the index for this series declining 


from 179,1 to 173.8 between January 29th and February 26th. Golds were slightly 
firmer at 72.8 as compared with 72.5 on January 29th. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939 = 100 


Monthly 
Average 


1953 
Week Ended 


Jan. Feb. Feb, Feb. Feb. Jan. Feb, 
29th 5th 12th 19th 26th 1953 
Investors’ Price Index 
103 Common Stocks oe 7S 170.1 169.0 
Ererindustrials 20.5. 2s. a A eae 170.9 17020 
erotiiities ie kno. ek 166.7 168.5 166.0 
Sepanket. 22: Boe, T6236 16567 164.8 
Mining Stock Price Index 
PU OCOCKS Sh looked. 1O0n69 1Os'ao NOs py. 
22 00) Ky CW eters a a te eeu 72.8 (pars 
peBase Metals .....:4.000...: L791 173.8 174.3 
Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! |............... LISSA elI1S 4 aelIsss 119.1 118.8 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and 
Prices Division 
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Labour and Prices Division 
OTTAWA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


For release 10 a.m., April 4, 1953. 
Price $1.00 annually; 10 cents each. 


PRICE MOVEMENTS, MARCH 1953 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics! Consumer Price Index 

1949 = 100) decreased 0.6 per cent from 115.5 at February 2nd to 

114.8 at March 2nd, to reach the lowest level recorded 

since August 1951. The latest decline was almost entirely due to lower food prices, 
combined with a reduction in the price of cigarettes. The food index moved down 
1.0 per cent from 1#2.7 to 111.6, to mark the lowest point recorded in two years. 
Among the various food items, decreases registered for tea, oranges, potatoes, and 
all cuts of beef and fresh pork, overweighed higher quotations for butter, eggs, 
tomatoes, ham, bacon and chicken, Within the clothing group fractional increases 
for several items overbalanced narrow declines, and the index advanced 0.1 per cent 
to 109.7. The household operations series also increased 0.1 per cent to reach 
116.7, as a result of scattered slight increases. A decrease of nearly 15 per cent 
in the retail price of cigarettes accounted for most of the decline of 1.3 per cent, 
from 116.7 to 115.2, recorded by the series other commodities and services. The , 
shelter index remained unchanged at 122.5 as an increase of 0.1 per cent in the rent 
component was offset by an equal decrease in the home-ownership sub-group. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 


Total 
Index Food | Shelter | Clothing 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


115.2 
136.7 


Household 
Operation 


March 2,211953 
February 2, 1953 
March 1pm Lehr. 


THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEX: The Cost-of-Living Index for March 2, 1953 was 184.2, 
(1935-1939 = 100) as compared to 184.9 at February 2, 1953. 


COST OF LIVING INDEXES (1935-1939 = 100) 


Home 
So ceorpes Food Rent Clothing | Furnishings 
& Services 


Miscele- 
laneous 


March 2521953 
February 2, 1953 149.0 
March Looe 146.9 


8002-503 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material prices at wholesale 
1935-1939 = 100 ‘ 


declined still further during March from an 
index level of 237.0 for the week of February 27th, to 236.2 for the week of 
March 27th. Among commodities registering price decreases were: raw rubber, beef 
hides, raw cotton, sisal, zinc, wheat, oats and steers. These outweighed firmer 
prices for lead, white lead, copper and hogs. Canadian farm product prices at 
terminal markets also continued to move lower, the composite index easing fraction- 
ally from 222.0 for the week of February 27th to 220.3 for the week of March 27th. 
Both field and animal products moved lower, the index for the former receding from 
179.3 to 176.5 reflecting lower prices for potatoes and eastern hay. Lower prices 
for eastern livestock, except hogs, and butterfat outweighed strength in eggs and 


western calves to reduce the animal products index from 264.7 to 264.0. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939= 160) 


: (1953 7 | 
Week Ended Monthly Average 
Siein mei e 
; _| 2/th 6thee |aelth 20th 27th 1952 1953(P) 
raster 237 CO 237 ek | 2570 lea tel | co0682 | 205oen 
2220:1222.3 4022048 + 122320 1220-3 | 256.7 


| 179.3/178.3 | 177.6 |177.0 |176.5 | 230.1 
in sehen | 264.7] 266.3 | 264.0 {268.9 | 264.0 | 283.3 


(P) Preliminary * Revised to incorporate increases in initial payments for 
western wheat and barley for crop year 1952-53. 
SECURITY PRICK INDEXES : The composite index for 103 common stocks moved up 
(1935-1939 = 100) slightly during March from a level of 170.1 for the week 


of February 26th to 170.5 for the week of March 26th. Strength was concentrated 
mainly in industrials and the index for this group advanced from 170.9 to 171.5, 
reflecting firmer quotations for pulp and paper stocks, oils, foods and allied 
products, beverages and building materials. Among industrials registering lower 
levels were: machinery and equipment issues, milling, textiles and clothing and 
industrial mines. In the utilities group easier quotations for transportation 
issues outweighed slight advances in communication and power and traction, lowering 
the combined index from 168.5 to 168.1. Banks stiffened from 165.7 to 165.8. In 
the mining stocks section weakness, mainly in gold shares, was sufficient to lower 
the composite index from 103.5 to 100.1. The index for 22 golds dipped from 72.8 
to 68.1 between February 26th and March 26th while the base metals series eased 
from 173.8 to 173.5. 


Weekly Security Price indexes, 1935-1939 = 100 


1953 Monthly 
Week Ended Average 


Feb. | Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. | Feb. Mar. 


26th |. 5th | 12th | 19th | 26th 1952 | 1953 1953 


Investors’ Price Index 


103 Common Stocks fie Oil LOO 20s h170.0 


PO eee Seeerroeresscoes 


Se MCUSU IIS er ress crs ssecsteose ste? NS? £6") 7.70304 170.8 


7068 (7166.0 | 10/27, 
143.6 | 164.8 | 165.9 


PO Peewee resereroreroscseseseroresosecs 


Mining Stock Price Index 


27 Stocks LOZE fal LO See NOLO. 7 


CO eee eeeoose rer eerereseoereesceseuesaes 


Poe Ge T2525 Mek 


COSCO eee eCeoeEesEEseesesereeEeseeeeee 


159.6 Lied dg. 


Poe esoeeseseeeessresscseeoete 


Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! |................. eS sale el LS eGul tae 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and 
Prices Division 
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hp 
PRICE MOVEMENTS, MAY 1953 

THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics! Consumer Price 

Lie Index decreased 0.2 per cent from 114.8 to 114.6 
between March 2nd and April lst. This marks the fifth consecutive monthly decline 
and the index now stands at the lowest level since July 1951. Declines in food 
prices continued to dominate the total index and a drop of 0.7 per cent in this 
series from 111.6 to 110.9 reflected lower quotations for fresh meats, notably 
beef, veal and lamb, coupled with losses for potatoes and butter. lEggs were 
firmer as also were coffee, apples and processed pork. Among other groups 
changes were small, the index for other commodities and services moving from 
115.2 to 115.0 due mainly to the removal of radio license fees which overbalanced 
advances in health care items. An advance in the household operation index from 
116.7 to 116.9 was due to higher electricity rates. An increase in the rent com- 
ponent of the shelter index was reflected in a 0.2 per cent cnange to 122.7. 


Clothing remained unchanged at 109.7. 


CONSUMBR PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 100) _ 


Household Other 
Operation | Commodities 
. and Services 


115.0 


eprai Tt, 1953 
March 2, 1953 
April 1, 1952 


THe COST-OF-LIVING INDi&x: The Cost-of-Living Index for April 1, 1953 was 183.9 
1925-1939 = 100 as compared to 184.2 at March.2, 1953, 


Fumishings wiscel. 


& Services 


Combined 
Index 


Apr) 2508953 
March 2, 1953 
April 1, 1952 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material prices at wholesale continued 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


to decline in April from an index level of 236.2 
for March 27th to 231.3 for the week of April 24th. Price decreases were concen- 
trated mainly in metals, notably tin, lead, zinc and copper while steers, oats, raw 
sugar, raw rubber and white lead were also lower. Iron ore, beef hides and sisal 
were firmer, Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets dropped to an index 
level of 211.5 for the week of April 17th but recovered slightly to 213.6 by the 
24th as against an index of 220.3 for March 27th. Both field and animal products 
moved down, an index for the former declining from 176.5 to 172.2 between March 
27th and April 24th due mainly to lower Mor ations for potatoes in Kastern Canada 
and lesser recessions for coarse grains, Weakness in livestock prices, notably 
steers and calves, outweighed an advance in fowl quotations to lower the animal 


products index from 264.0 to 255.0. 
Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939= 100) 


| 1953 
Week Ended Monthly Average 
Mar. ./ Apr. -|-Aprs Apr. Apr. | Apr. | Mar. 
| 27th 3rd 10th |17th 2th * G52 L953 


Apr. 
1953 (P) 


Ree ences eis 250620123469 234.0 258s “reaTeO | ee see 

Canadian Farm Products ............ 253.8 1220.8 | jeeioe 
Pilar, eric. che Digs o beed 234.0 HELP 7 soe bel i3e9 

Asie ir 8 Seen esi «i Abdel f2Olue3 >| (25369 


255.0 ae oli 


Preliminary 
* Revised 
SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Common stock prices deteriorated substantially during 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

April reflecting in part peace prospects in Korea and the 
possibility of a less tense international situation. By the 23rd of the month stock 
prices in some instances were at the lowest levels reached since the beginning of 
1951. Between March 26th and April 23rd the composite index for 103 common stocks 
dipped from 170.5 to 155.6. For the same interval the index for 81 industrials 
declined from 171.5 to 154.7, 14 utilities from 168.1 to 156.4 and 8 banks from 
165.8 to 162.8, In mining stocks weakness was in evidence also, the composite index 
for 27 representative issues moving from 100.1 to 91.8 between March 26th and April 


23rd. Base metals registered greater weakness as the index dropped from 173.5 to 


147.5. The decline in golds from 68.1 to 67.5 was, in contrast, relatively small. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939 = 100 


1953 Monthly 
Week Ended Average 


Mar. Apr. | Apr. Apr. Apr. Apr. Mar. 
26th 2nd | 9th 16th Pao la Wh es © Sp PIN las ei 


Investors’ Price Index 


103 Common Stocks LOM 75.0 |. fost L70.0 


Secor wocesescvessseoe 


BEAD TNGUSUIANS .. civéhsdssasécnsauceses 150.5) 170.8 


CLIT OS or) oo oo cs vinsaiincttsceocntsene 161 Ol obs 


Oe oem ore sereserereracscereresesssesees 


Mining Stock Price Index 
OCR er soc Londen caashcnedec'caonrsens 102 outlay 
LP LO EN CRETE Ge ee 


5 Base Metals o.oo... 159 ORL 7.5 


Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! .................. LIS cob ts VS pes a see 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week 
(P) Preliminary - average of first four weeks only. 


Apr.@) 
1953 


161, 5 
rol. 
161.4 


L63e1 


97.1 
69.4 
160.4 


116.8 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and 


Prices Division 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, MAY 1953 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX The Consumer Price Index for May lst of 114.4, stood slightly 

(1949 = 100) below the April lst index of 114.6. This latest fractional 

decrease conforms to the pattern recorded by the index over 

the past sixteen months, during which the index has declined from a peak of 118.2 
in January 1952, to the current index of 114.4. Between April lst and May lst the 
food index declined from 110.9 to 110.1, as lower prices for butter, potatoes, 
tomatoes, onions, beef and veal, overweighed increases for coffee, eggs, grape- 
fruit, lettuce, and fresh and cured pork. These price changes were recorded in 
combination with normal seasonal changes in the consumption of fruits, vegetables, 
meats, fats and eggs. The clothing series increased from 109.7 to 110.1 following 
fractional advances in a number of items, On the other hand the household opera- 
tion index declined from 116.9 to 116.6, largely as a result of a seasonal drop in 
the price of coal in Ontario and Quebec. Counterbalancing increases and decreases 
in other items were scattered throughout this group. Amongst other commodities 
and services which were priced during May, advances for theatres and barbers, 
proved more important than a decline for gasoline, and the index moved from 115.0 
to 115.1. The shelter component advanced slightly from 122.7 to 122.9 following 
small increases in both rent and home-ownership. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 100) 


Total | Household 
Index } Food |Shelter | Clothing | Operation 


Other Commodities 
and Services 


May 1, 1953 114.4 
April 1, 1953 114.6 115.0 
May 1, 1952 115.9 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEX The Cost-of-Living Index for May lst was 183.6, as compared 


(1935-1939 = 100) to 183.9 at April lst. 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES (1935-1939 = 100) 


Home 
Furnishings 
& Services 


May 1, 1953 
April 1, 1953 
May , 1952. 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material prices at wholesale were 
1935-1939 = 100) : 3 eae 


firmer in May and the composite index for 30 
price series advanced from 231.3 to 234.2 between the weeks of April 24th and 
May 22nd. Nine of the price series advanced led by a substantial increase in 
hogs and followed by tin, wheat, raw rubber, raw wool, lead, raw cotton, raw sugar 
and iron ore. Supporting the advance in certain imported commodities was a fur- 
ther easing of the Canadian dollar in terms of United States funds. Declines 
were noted for seven series, including copper, oats, sisal, wood pulp, steers at 
Toronto, imported bituminous coal, and white lead. Strength in animal products 
supported an advance in the composite index for Canadian farm product prices at 
terminal markets from 213.6 to 218.7 between April 24th and May 22nd. Animal 
product prices advanced from 255.0 to 266.9 in the same interval due to a sharp 
increase in hogs, coupled with lesser advances for eastern lambs, eggs, raw wool 
and western steers and calves. Eastern steers and calves moved lower as also did 
milk for cheese manufacture, fowl and fluid milk, Field products declined from 172.2 


to 170.5, due to decreases in eastern oats, rye, wheat, potatoes and hay and western 


rye. Advances occurred for eastern barley and corn and western flax and potatoes. 
Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939= 100) 


24th | lst | 8th | 15th 1952 | 1953] 1953(P) 
231.3) 232.2 232.3] 234.2 232.8 
213.6| 216.5 215.3] 218.7 216.4 


170.5) 170.5 171.1 
260.2| 266.9 


eat ern oe 255.0] 261.3 


(P) Preliminary 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Following the sharp decline in April, common stock prices 

eee ee a evidenced a steadier tone in May although the range of 
fluctuation was narrow. From a level of 158.3 for April 30th the Investors! price 
index advanced to 161.2 by the week of May 21st, while the closing figure of 159.1 
indicated a net increase of 0.8 points. Among groups the greatest index increases 
were recorded for machinery and equipment issues, banks and beverages. Against these, 
losses were experienced by textile and clothing shares, industrial mines and trans- 
portation issues. Mining stocks registered a net loss in May as the composite index 
weakened from 94.3 for the week of April 30th to 92.8 by May 28th. Prices for both 
golds and base metals were easier, an index for the latter series receding from 


153.1 to 148.8, while golds eased from 68.6 to 68.3. 


3 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939 = 100 


1953 Monthly 
Week Ended Average 


Apr. May May May May May Apr. May 
30th (eb Wo ihthe) -aiste 26th 1 1952 |) 1953) 1.1953 
Investors’ Price Index 


103 Common Stocks .....0........0.00. 160.0/}159.0 160.8 | 159.8 


Slunaustrials poeee..ens...0.:.2 159.1/158.2 VEOPGY Pu59i2 
jee @ O00 4 ope a ae ae 162,11159.1 161.0 1) LOO, 
163.0 | 166.3 


EIR CD EA 96.5 iG Re: 
Re GOO SR Sect iescecosiesatannusne 69.2 68.9 
5 Base Metals ooo 154.41149.2 159.09 Wy 15069 
Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index? .................. TAOS UL Ter tes T1629 =| 11996 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and 
Prices Division 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, JUNE 1953 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX The Consumer Price Index for June lst registered an in- 
spe mete crease of 0.4 per cent to reach 114.9 as compared to the 
May lst figure of 114.4. This movement follows a decline dating from last Novem- 
ber when the index was 116.1. Higher prices for foods were principally responsible 
for the change. The food index advanced from 110.1 to 111.4 due to substantially 
firmer prices for fresh and cured pork, fresh fruits and vegetables, and lesser in- 
creases for most other meats, bread and eggs. Butter and canned fruits and vegetables 
were lower, The shelter component moved up from 122.9 to 123.6 reflecting an increase 
of 1.0 per cent in rentals while the home-ownership index remained the same. Other 
group indexes, exhibiting unusual stability, were unchanged at 110.1 for clothing, 
116.6 for household operation and 115.1 for other commodities and services. In the 
household operation group a seasonal reduction in coal was balanced by small increases 


in homefurnishings, and supplies and services. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 100) 


Total Household 
Index | Food | Shelter | Clothing | Operation 


Other Commodities 
and Services 


June 1, 1953 
May 1, 1953 
June 2, 1952 


115.1 


THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEX The Cost-of-Living Index for June lst was 184.8, as com- 
eee te pared to 183.6 for May lst. 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES (1935-1939 = 100) 


Home 
ord Clothing | Fumishings 
lent & Services 


Miscel- 


June 1, 1953 
May. 1, 1953 
June 2, 1952 


149.0 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material prices weakened in the 
pee ee third week of June to an index level of 232.7 
after standing at 234.2 since the week of May 29th. Scattered losses among commodi- 


ties were noted for scrap steel, raw rubber, beef hides, tin, domestic raw wool, | 
sisal, steers and raw cotton. On the other hand, a number of items registered a | 
firmer tone, notably crude petroleum, white lead, lead, wheat, iron ore, sulphite 
pulp and copper. Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets moved to 224.7 . 
for the week of June 12th from 220.9 for May 29th but receded to 217.9 by June 19th, 
A sharp change in hog prices was a primary factor in the fluctuations of the com- 
posite index and was reflected in the animal products index which moved from 271.4 
on May 29th to 277.8 on June 12th but dropped to 265.6 by the 19th. Other decreases 
in this group occurred for steers, calves, raw wool and western butterfat. Eggs 

and western lambs were higher. Field products were relatively unchanged at 170.2 

on June 19th as against 170.4 on May 29th. Most grains were lower as also were 


western potatoes. while eastern potatoes moved up. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939= 100) 


1953 | 


Week Ended Monthly Average 
May June | June | June | June] June | May 
29th | Sth| 12th | 19th | 26th | 1952 | 1953 | 1953\P) 


eR ever ebsecons eottee 233.2)| Not 
216.9) Avail- 
170.6| able 


POCO ooo OE ero eeEeoeEEEEECOSeR 


OC OOOO Oooo oeLo oe eoEELeOO® 


(P) Preliminary 
SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Common stock prices continued to move in a cir-. 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


levels generally were moderately lower as compared with May. The Investors! index 


cular manner in June, although monthly average 


for 103 common stocks closed at 159.3 for the week of June 25th as against a low 
point of 155.2 touched in the previous week, and 159.1 for the week of May 28th. 

The June average was 156.€ as compared with 159.8 for May. Changes in group indexes 
continued to be selective; among the more important increases being pulp and paper 
issues, industrial mines, and banks. Decreases were noted for textiles and cloth- 
ing shares, oils and building material issues. The composite index for 27 mining 
stocks changed from 92.8 to 91.5 between May 28th and June 25th which compared with 
a low of 88.6, reached on June 18th. Accounting for the change was a drop in the 


gold series from 68.3 to 66.4. In the same interval the index for 5 base metals 


changed from 148.8 to 148.9, after dropping to 140.8 on June llth. 


te 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939 = 100 


1953 Monthly 
Week Ended Average 


May | June June | June | June | June May June 
28th | Ath lith | 18th | 25th {1952 i S| br Mi ben 9 


D5 69: | 55 ee| 259e9'-|)) 171.6,.159.8 <4. 156.8 


Investors’ Price Index 
103 Common Stocks... 159 a! 


PO Ase eho ose. ool 17h. B59. 7 sie 5555 
Lpihel | 155.9), L5E.4 157.5 
169.4 | 166.5/169.2 | 146.6/166.3 | 168.4 


GG TLS 9 CSR Sa 25503 


ON a ti sinndinnncs 92.8 89.1 90.2 
BP GONIS | oe PE 5. odtssniecieseceoctes 68.3 66.5 66.8 
Be BOSE, MCLGIS so ccccccccsooarenchesess 148.8 140.8 162.6)150.9 | 143.7 

Government of Canada Long-Term 
120 51 HELO / 120.7|120.7 120.6 


Bonds — Yield Index! .................. 119.7 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week — 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and 
Prices Division 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, JULY 1953 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index for July 2 of 115.4, stood 
yt oar te O.4 per cent above the June 1 index of 114.9. This 
latest change was largely due to seasonal increases in eggs and fresh fruits and 
vegetables, which were the principal factors advancing the food index from 111.4 
to 112.7, Among other food items beef was relatively unchanged; fresh pork was 
lower in price, while cured pork products were higher; fractional increases were 
recorded for flour and bread, and similar decreases for cheese and butter, An 
increase in the clothing index from 110.1 to 110.3 was mainly attributable to 
higher quotations for knitting yarns, overalls and workshirts, The household 
operation component advanced from 116.6 to 117.0, reflecting increases in coal, 
gas and household help in a number of centres, The shelter index increased from 
123.6 to 123.9, following advances in both the rent and home-ownership sub-groups. 
in the other commodities and services group, higher quotations for newspaper sub- 


_seriptions and drugs outweighed a decrease in personal care items, and the index 


moved from 115.1 to 115.2, 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Household 


July 2, 1953| 
June 1, 1953 
July 2, 1952 


THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEX: The Cost-of-Living Index for July 2nd was 186,0, as 


(1935-1939 = 100) compared to 184.8 for June lst, 


COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES —— = = 100) 


Clothing | Pumfahin ° 
g3 
& Services laneous 


July 2, 1953 
June 1, 1953 
July 2, 1952 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY Industrial material prices at wholesale regis- 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


tered further weakness in July as the composite 

index changed from 233.2 to 231.6 between the 
weeks of June 26th and July 24th. Unlike the previous month, however, losses were 
less scattered, and were confined to tin ingots, linseed oil, raw rubber, sisal, 
sulphite pulp and copper. In the same interval moderate increases occurred for 


western oats, hogs at Toronto, lead, iron ore, beef hides and raw cotton. Canadian 
farm product prices at terminal markets were firmer in July due principally to 


seasonal strength for certain commodities. The composite index changed from 215.5 
to 219.9 between June 26th and July 24th while the index for field products moved 
up from 169.4 to 174.0 reflecting a sharp advance for eastern potatoes which out- 
weighed decreases for western potatoes, rye and hay and eastern rye, wheat, barley 
and oats. A gain in animal products from 261.6 to 265.8 reflected strength in 


hogs, eggs and eastern milk for cheese manufacture. These outweighed an easier 
price tone for calves, western lambs and milk for cheese manufacture. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939= 100) 


‘CLE an Pee nS 
Week Ended Monthly Average 
June | July | July July | July | July June | July (P) 
26th | 3rd 10th 17th | 24th 1952 1953 


233.2) 231.7 


Industrial Materials ............c.0000 
Canadian Farm Products ............ 


CO PCCETTOLEEOO ORO ESOL EOOES 


Go oeooeseooeo Oooo ORLEBOOOS 


(P) Preliminary 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Security price movements during the month ending July 23rd, 
(1935-1939 = 100) as measured by the index of 103 common stocks, continued 
relatively unchanged, as indicated by the limits of 159.3 

at June 25th and 161.2 on July 9th, and a close of 160.2. The index for 81 
industrials firmed from 158.6 to 160.0 in the same interval, while a similar series 
for 14 utilities dipped from 158.4 to 157.3 and 8 banks from 169.2 to 168.7. Group 
index changes were narrow with the exception of moderate strength for pulp and 


paper issues, food and allied products, beverages and industrial mines. Transpor- 
tation issues, on the other hand, were lower. Firmer prices for both golds and 
base metals were reflected in a narrow advance in the composite index for 27 mining 
stocks from 91.5 to 92.3. Base metal stocks moved up from 148.9 to 150.3, while 
the gold stock index changed from 66.4 to 66.9. 
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Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939 = 100 


Monthly 
Week Ended Average 


June | July | July 


25th | 2nd 9th 1953 


Investors’ Price Index 


104 Common Stocks 0.0.00... 160.6 
Siindosteiale 1w1..8 hie... 160.2 
1S, Utilities WRG .2:)4.54.. 280 158.4 

CMCCT | 752) ie oc i ee a 168.8 


Mining Stock Price Index 


DOOR oo onc oan cscs e icokevevenasetoate 91.4 
DOGO AG ere- scisccdiesscsivnsariese 66.1 
5 Base Metals ........ccccccccceccseseee 149.3 
Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! .................. 12037 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week 


(P) - Preliminary - average of four weeks 
N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and 


Prices Division 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS, OCTOBER 1953 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: 
(1949 = 100) 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics' Consumer Price Index 
advanced from 116.2 to 116.7 between September lst and October lst for a gain of 
0.4 per cent. All group indexes except clothing were higher. Foods moved up 
1.5 points to 115.5 as increases in lettuce, fresh tomatoes, bacon, pork chops, 
butter, lard, eggs, shortening, oranges, grapefruit and canned fruits outweighed 
declines in beef, lamb, veal, chicken, potatoes, canned tomatoes, cabbage, onions 
and turnips. An increase in the shelter index from 124.2 to 124.5 reflected a 
firmer tone for rents. Scattered advances for coal, electricity rates, floor 
coverings, ice and telephone rates supported a gain in the household operation 
index from 117.4 to 117.5, while the index for other commodities and services 
changed from 115.9 to 116.0 as increases in most health care costs outweighed 
small decreases in a few personal care items. The clothing index receded from 
110.4 to 110.3 when slight decreases were registered among a few items of women's 


and children's wear. 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949= 100) 
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Commodities 
and Services 


Household 
Operation 


inten Shelter Clothing 


October 1, 1953 


September 1, 1953 Le 


October 1, 1952 116.4 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) 
(1935+1939= 100) 


Industrial material prices at wholesale continued to weaken 
slightly in October as indicated by a further decline in the composite index for 
30 commodities from 228.4 for the week of September 25th to 227.3 for the week 
of October 23rd. Among commodity changes, losses occurred for raw rubber, tin 
ingots, steers, raw sugar, wheat, white lead, and raw cotton, while firmer prices 
were noted for oats, sisal, domestic raw wool, zine and copper. Canadian farm 
product prices at terminal markets were slightly lower in the first four weeks 
of October as the composite index moved from 210.7 to 209.0 between the weeks 
of September 25th and October 23rd. Both groups moved down, the tield products 
section declining from 154.0 to 151.8 as losses for potatoes and a number of 
eastern coarse grains outweighed advances for rye, western flax, and eastern wheat 
and hay. Lower quotations for steers and lambs, coupled with decreases for eggs 
in Eastern Canada and calf and hog prices in Western Canada, overbalanced price 
advances for calves, hogs, fowl, butterfat, and fluid milk in Eastern Canada and 
eggs, butterfat, fluid milk and raw wool in Western Canada, to move the animal 


product price series from 267.3 to 266.3. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 


Wow taded 


Sept. | Oct. Oct. Oct. ) Oct. 1) Oct. Sept. 
25th 2nd 9th 16th | 23rd WY el oS. 


Monthly Average 


227.3 
209.2 


199.99] 154.0 


See eeororcceseesserareuesseesssecesoes 


CoP e Henne nwoseeeneeeseceecesesegiees 


(P) Preliminary | 
(r) Revised to include the 12-cent retroactive increase in payments for western 


wheat announced in September 1953. 


SECURITY PRICE (INDEXES: 


oe OP) Security prices were firmer in October as indicated by an 


increase in the composite index for 102 common stocks from 149.2 to 155.5 between 

the weeks of September 24th and October 29th. Among major groups, utilities regis- 
tered considerable firmness as the index moved up from 144.4 to 151.6 due to increases 
in communication issues, transportation stocks, and power and traction. The index 
for 81 industrials moved up from 148.2 to 154.8 reflecting advances in all sub-group 
indexes except milling and textiles and clothing. Banks changed slightly from 170.0 
to 171.2. The composite index for 27 mining stocks registered a moderate advance 
from 82,5 to 84.8 between September 24th and October 29th. Both sub-groups moved . 
higher, the index for 5 base metals changing from 133.9 to 137.8 while that for 22 


golds rose from 60.0 to 61.6. 
Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935 -1939= 160 


1953 Week Ended Monthly Average 
Sept. | Oct. | Oct. | Oct. | Oct. | Oct. | Oct. |Sept. | Oct. 
24th | lst | 8th | 15th! 22nd | 29th | 1952/1953 | 1953 


Investors’ Price index ...... 


102 Common Stocks .......... 163.6) 152.9 | 151.9 
BD Industrials .ecceoenw 164.9} 152.2} 150.9 
PA EINELES o.csctiseeiets 149.0 

BS BROKE sc arcopstdeninieyemenn 153.7|171.6 | 168.5 
Mining Stock Price Index 
Fak As CN Re ee 82.7 
PLONE Ie REE ta oti es 60.1 
5 Base Metals .....ccssssss W66.91 136.5 | 154.3 
Government of Canada 
Long. ferm Bonds ~ Yield a 


FO ee 8 acta ee TOPE] ool. 7 Yk Or 1 210 118.6/122.5 
1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. aie ay 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division. 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS , NOVEMBER 1953 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: hieedousunen Price Index decreased 0.4 per cent from 116.7 

ee to 116.2 between October 1 and November 2, offsetting an 
increase of the same amount which occurred during the previous month. The latest change 
was almost entirely due to a decline in the food index which moved down 1.8 per cent from 
115.5 to 113.4, under the influence of a sharp drop in the price of eggs and materially 
lower prices for practically all meats, Prices of most other food items were about the 
same, the only notable changes being a decrease for grapefruit and an increase for fresh 
tomatoes, These changes in food prices were in combination with normal seasonal shifts 
in consumption which increased the quantities for some fresh vegetables, oranges and a 
few cuts of meat, and decreased the quantities for fresh tomatoes, lettuce and some 
fresh fruits. The clothing index remained unchanged at 110.3 as advances in men's suits 
and overcoats were counterbalanced by declines in women's and children's wear, The house- 
hold operation component moved from 117.5 to 117.4 as scattered increases and decreases 
almost offset each other, An advance of 0.3 per cent from 116.0 to 116.3 in the index of 
other commodities and services was mostly attributable to an increase in theatre admission 
fees. Higher levels for both rent and home-ownership indexes served to increase the 


shelter component from 124.5 to 125.0 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949= 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Household 
Operation 


tease Shelter Clothing 


November 2, 1953 
October 1, 1953 116.0 


November 1, 1952 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material prices at wholesale moved 
(1935 -1939= 100) 

within narrow limits in November, the composite 
index for 30 commodities closing at 226.6 for the week of November 27th as against 
227.1 for the week of October 30th. Scattered decreases among commodities were 
noted for hogs, western oats, fir timber, western wheat, raw sugar, bleached wood- 
pulp, copper, iron ore and raw cotton. Increases were registered for steers, tin, 
raw rubber, lead and white lead. Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets 
advanced slightly in November to 207.8 for the week of the 27th as against 207.0 
for the week of October 30th, This compared with a mid-month level of 202.3 for 
che 13th. Changes in the two sub-groups were varied, the index for animal products 
moving down from 262.3 for the week of October 30th to 253.3 by November 13th but 
recovering to 264.0 by the 27th. Seasonal fluctuations in eggs were mainly respon- 
sible, final November quotations being substantially below prices at the end of 
October, A decrease occurred for hogs also, while a firmer price tone was noted for 
steers, calves, lambs, raw wool, and eastern milk for cheese manufacture, Field 
product prices showed no net change at an index level of 151.6, when higher prices 
for eastern barley, corn, wheat, hay and western potatoes were balanced by losses 


for eastern oats, rye, potatoes and western rye and flax. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 


1953 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


Nov. Nov. | Nov. Nov. Nov. | Oct. | Nov.P 
30th 6th 13th 20th 27th 1952 1953 1953 


226.2 | 225.9 


227.0:| 226.0 


202.3 | 206.1 208 «5 20k. 7 


151.4 | 151.4 LbL Poqmlo lk 


253.3 | 260.8 265. 3°9258.0 


P. Preliminary 
r. Revised to include the 12-cent retroactive increase in payments for western 
wheat announced in September 1953, 


| SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Security prices, following a slightly firmer tone in the 
eee Rhea opening week of November, declined moderately in the last 
three weeks of the month. The composite index for 102 common stocks moved up from 
155.5 for the week of October 29th to 156.4 for the week of November 5th but sub- 
sequently receded to 152.7 by the 26th. Over the full period under review, two of 
the three major groups moved lower, the index for 81 industrials dropping from 
154.8 to 151.4, while that for 13 utilities changed from 151.6 to 148.4. Bank 
shares, on the other hand, advanced from 171.2 to 176.6. Among sub-group changes 
losses were greatest for textiles and clothing, oils, industrial mines, transpor- 
tation and power and traction, Pulp and paper, beverages and communication issues 
were firmer. Lower prices for both golds and base metals were reflected in a 
change in the composite index for 27 mining issues from 84.8 to 82.4 between 
October 29th and November 26th, In the same interval, the gold series declined 


from 61.6 to 59.1 while that for 5 base metals moved down from 137.8 to 135.9. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935 -1939=100 


1953 Week Ended Monthly Average 
Oct. | Nov. | Nov. | Nov. | Nov. | Nov. | Oct. Nov. 
29th Sth) 12th 1 19th) 26th wii 2962" 1/1955 1953 


Investors’ Price Index 


102 Common StOCKS ...eescsssscnue | LI505 |156.4 | 154.2 154.2 
Sle industrials; ey. 0 e..a 154.8 |155.7 |153.4 | 153.2 
SPU eS Ny CRUE hdl x. WLS LS OM SISO r alo 149.4 
SrBanks ae. ceme aia. LV 2a Le TETAS 175.4 
Mining Stock Price Index 
2g fo dett 4.1 DOR eh Oe eR renee PE 84.8 | 85.0 | 83.8 83.7 
PEP BSG TTY a RN OR aOR I GeO Glas woe 60.1 
BEB ade Metals. vscciessiodossotaiieitans 237.6 | 138.7 (13786 137.6 
Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index}.............::000 119.4 ;119.1 | 119.1 DAG aL 120.8 | 11866 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


N.B. Enquires concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 
Division 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS 


JULY 1954 
THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index moved from 116.1 to 116.2 
(1949 = 100) 
between June 1 and July 2, as four of the five main 
Rips registered small increases, The change in the food index from 112.0 to 
112.1, was the result of mixed price movements as increases were reported for 
eggs, beef, lamb, fresh and canned fruits, and potatoes, while decreases occurred 
for pork, lard, sugar and some fresh vegetables. Advances in both rents and home- 
ownership were reflected in the change in the shelter index from 126.4 to 126.6. 
Household operation moved from 117.1 to 117.2 as slight advances in coal, cleaning 
supplies, paid household help and a number of hardware items outweighed decreases 
for a few furniture items and appliances. Among other commodities and services, 
increases in drug prices, newspaper rates, and local transportation fares, over- 


balanced decreases for gasoline and photographic films, and the index for this 


group moved up from 117.5 to 117.6. Further decreases in nylon hosiery prices 


were mainly responsible for the decline in-the clothing series from 109.7 to 


109.6. 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 
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Commodities 
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P July 2, 1954 
dune 1, 1954 
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Epmonp Cioutter, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P. Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1954. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) 
(1935 -1939= 100) 


Industrial material prices recorded almost no change in July 
as tie index for 30 commodities moved from 223.6 for the week of June 25th to 223.7 
for the week of July 23rd. Increases in prices for steers, fir timber, raw rubber, 
tin and raw cotton, slightly outweighed declines in hogs, cottonseed oil, domestic 
raw wool, African sisal, beef hides, western wheat, iron ore, bleached sulphite pulp 
and domestic copper. Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets moved 5.0 per 
cent higher during July as the index advanced from 205.5 for the week of. June 25th 
to 215.8 for the week of July 23rd. Principal strength was shown in the field pro- 
ducts sub-group index which increased from 152.1 to 169.9, due mainly to a sharp 
seasonal rise in potatoes as the new crop reached the market. Increases were also 
noted for eastern barley, corn and rye and western flax and rye, Eastern wheat 
and western hay were lower, The animal products index advanced from 259.0 to 261.8 
as higher prices for steers, calves, eggs, cheese milk and western butterfat over- 


balanced declines for hogs, eastern lambs and poultry. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939 = 106) 


1954 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


ay) July 
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SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Common stock prices on Canadian exchanges moved within 

(1935-1939 = 100) 
relatively narrow limits during the first four weeks of 

July, although the tendency was to slightly higher levels. Between the weeks of 
June 24th and July 22nd, the composite index for 99 issues changed from 179.9 to 
181.8 while the group index for 79 industrials moved up from 179.6 to 181.3; 12 
utilities from 167.0 to 169.3 and 8 banks from 212.7 to 215.7. Sub-group index 
increases were registered, among others, for machinery and equipment, pulp and 
paper, milling, beverages, building materials and power and traction stocks, 
Declines occurred for oils, industrial mines and transportation issues. Mining 
stocks, reflecting moderate strength for both golds and base metals, were firmer 
as the composite index advanced from 90.0 to 92.5 between the weeks of June 24th 


and July 22nd. The golds series moved from 63.9 to 65.4 in the same interval 


while the base metals index shifted from 149.7 to 154.5. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1954 Week Ended Monthly Average (2) 
July | July | July July July | June July 
and Sth 15th 2and 1953 1954 1954, 


180.5} 181.6 


Investors’ Price Index 
99 Common Stocks ......cccecseeceees 


Oi ivdu stil AG. do.c.o.0sensicbaccsteediee ad 180.4; 181.1 
12 VB fa WI 6 Ps ds aes, 2 ae oe 167 e 2 169 ® @) 
gt) ot TATE: gli Sete acelin eit 212.2) seo. 


2p UTA Te, orp Oc 90.0; 91.5 
SEN Tn a en eee ree 63.9 64.3 
5 Base Metals .........cssssccssscssseeees TA9.7 15368 


Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! ..................... 


99. 979 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


Four weeks average : ; 
N.B. fees conceming ipderes in this release should he directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 


DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hom. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Jol. 32 No. 8 (For release 10 a.m. September 3, 1954) Price: $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy 


o\ PRICE MOVEMENTS 


AUGUST 1954 
THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index advanced O.7 per cent from 116.2 to 
a. 117.0 between July 2 and August 2, This increase was almost 
entirely attributable to a rise of 2.1 per cent in the food index from 112.1 to 114.4, 
most of which was seasonal in its nature. Beef, lamb, eggs, citrus fruit, tea and most 
canned goods were higher, and potatoes registered a substantial increase of 13.8 cents 


per ten pounds. Other fresh vegetables and pork were lower. These price changes. were 


in combination with normal seasonal shifts in consumption. The shelter index increased 


0.3 per cent, from 126.6 to 127.0 as a result of advances in rents and residential build- 


ing costs. No over-all change was recorded in clothing or household operation, and the 
indexes for these two main rroups remained unchanged at 109.6 and 117.2, respectively. 
Within the clothing group, slight decreases for men's hats, women's hosiery, cotton 
dress print and children's shoes were offset by an increase in knitting yarn. In the 
household operation component, advances in coal, dishes, enamel saucepans and soap 
flakes counterbalanced declines in fuel oil, electrical appliances, mattresses and 
drapery material, Other commodities and services moved from 117.6 to 117.7 as higher 


rates were reported for hospital services in several cities as well as newspapers in 


Ottawa. Gasoline prices were lower in twenty-one cities located mostly in Eastern 


Canada. Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 
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Epmonp CuovrTier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1954 
800 2-503 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) Industrial material prices declined only 
(1935-1939= 100) 

slightly during August as fifteen of the 
thirty price series registered no net change. However, moderate decreases for hogs, 
beef hides, raw rubber, raw sugar, tin, raw cotton, western wheat, domestic copper, 
iron ore and bleached sulphite pulp were sufficient to overbalance larger increases 
for western oats, fir timber, rosin, steers and domestic lead and move the composite 
index from 223.3 for the week of July 30th to 222.7 for the week of August 27th. 
Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets dropped during August from a level 
of 211.5 to 206.9 in the period July 30th to August 27th. The main weakness was in 
the animal products group as lower quotations for hogs, lambs, western calves, eggs, 
poultry and eastern cheese milk moved the index from 256.0 to 249.0. Steers and 
eastern calves were the only animal products sub-groups to record increases, The 
field products group also declined between the weeks of July 30th and August 27th, 
although early August advances in this series brought the average level for August 
slightly above that of July. Recessions in potato prices from earlier seasonal 
highs combined with declines in eastern and western hay to outweigh strength in 


eastern barley, corn, oats, rye and wheat, and western flax and rye to lower the 


index from 166.9 to 164.7 for the period under review. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 
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SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


revealed by weekly indexes was one of alternate advance and decline. 


Common stock prices in August tended to reach slightly 


higher levels than in July, although the prevailing pattern 


The composite 


index for 99 common stocks moved from 184.7 to 186.8 between the weeks of July 29th 


and August 26th, with the high point of 187.8 occurring in the third week. 


The 79 


industrial issues advanced from 184.7 to 188.1 in the same period, easing slightly 


in the final week from a high of 188.6, 


Utilities and banks, on the other hand, 


ended the week of August 26th slightly below the levels of the corresponding week 


in July; 12 utilities receded from 170.7 to 168.2, while 8 banks eased from 216.9 


to 216.6, 


All industrial sub-groups recorded increases, the most substantial being 


for milling, textiles and clothing, and oils; declines occurred for transportation, 


telephone and power and traction issues, 


The composite index for mining stocks 


advanced from 93.8 to 95.1 between tne weeks of July 29th and August 26th, mainly 


reflecting strength in base metals which moved from 154.8 to 158.3. 


tuated narrowly throughout August, moving from 67.1 to 67.5. 
Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 
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1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


N.B. Enquiries conceming indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Vol. 32 No. 9*(For release 10 a.m. October 4, 1954) Price: $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy 


PRICE MOVEMENTS 
SEPTEMBER 1954 
THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index declined 0.2 per cent from 117.0 
(1949 = 100) 
to 116.8 between August 2 and September 1. Foods moved 

down 0.5 per cent from 114.4 to 113.8 as decreases were reported for a range of 
items, notably coffee, pork, lamb and practically all fresh fruits and vegetables. 
Butter, eggs and a number of canned foods were slightly higher. Advances in rents 
and homeownership resulted in a rise of 0.2 per cent in the shelter index, from 
127.0 to 127.2. Price decreases for men's hats, work socks, overalls, and slacks 
and women's hosiery were principally responsible for a decline of O.1 per cent in 
clothing from 109.6 to 109.5. Household operation was unchanged at 117.2 as 
increases for dishes, take susnaot wool blankets, coal and shoe repairs offset 
decreases for several items of furniture, electric stoves and refrigerators, sauce- 
pans, paper goods and laundry services. The index for other commodities and 

| services moved from 117.7 to 117.6 following scattered decreases in automobile 

operation which outweighed slight advances in radios and local transportation 


fares, 


Consumer Pricé Indexes (1949 =100) 
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Epmownp C.outTiEr, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1954 
800 2-503 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The price index for thirty industrial 
(1935-1939= 100) 

materials registered no net change 
between the weeks of August 27 and September 24, the level remaining at 222.7. 
However, price changes were general as increases for linseed oil, zine, lead, 
raw rubber, raw cotton, fir timber, white lead, steel sheets and tin, offset 
decreases for African sisal, beef hides, hogs, cottonseed oil, raw wool, 
unbleached and bleached sulphite pulp, iron ore, wheat and copper. Canadian 
farm product prices at terminal markets continued to decline during September 
as the composite index changed from 206.9 for the week of August 27 to 202.5 
for the week of September 24. Both animal and field products showed a 2.1 
per cent decline as the former moved from 249.0 to 243.7 and the latter from 
164.7 to 161.3 between August 27 and September 24. Changes in potatoes, hogs 
and lambs were the main contributing factors as their prices fell sharply. 
Eastern corn and rye, western steers, and eggs and raw wool also registered 
weakness. Western rye and calves and eastern eggs recorded substantial 


increases, followed by lesser changes for eastern barley, oats, wheat, cheese 


milk and western flax. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 
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SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Common stock prices tended upward again in September 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

as the composite index for 99 issues moved from 186.8 
for the week of August 26th to 191.8 for the week of September 23rd. Among 
group changes the index for 79 industrials advanced from 188.1 to 194.0 while 
the series for 12 utilities moved from 168.2 to 171.9. The index for 8 banks 
on the other hand declined fractionally from 216.6 to 215.9. In the indus- 
trials section all sub-groups were higher except textiles and clothing. 
Advances were greatest for machinery and equipment, pulp and paper, industrial 
mines and oils. The utilities sub-groups all registered moderate increases. 
Mining stocks recorded an advance from 95.1 to 97.1 as both golds and base 
metals moved higher. The index for 5 base metals shifted from 158.3 to 162.3 
while that for 22 golds increased from 67.5 to 68.6, 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 
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Mining Stock Price Index 
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Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! 0.0... 98.0} 97.7| 97.3 95035) 121251.) 97.3).20907%.5 


1, Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


2.Four weeks average 
N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Misister of Trade and Commerce 


Vol. 32 No. 10 (For release 10 a.m. November 4, 1954) Price: $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy 


PRICE MOVEMENTS 
OCTOBER 1954 

THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index remained unchanged at 116.8 

oo ae between September lst and October lst. Among group 
indexes, food remained the same, while a decrease in clothing was counterbalanced 
by slight increases in shelter, household operation and other commodities and 
services, Food stood at 113.8 at both September lst and October lst as lower 
quotations were reported for meats, apples, root vegetables and coffee; while eggs, 
butter, bananas, oranges, fresh and canned tomatoes, lettuce and canned salmon 
were higher. Further slight advances in both the rent and homeownership components 
raised the shelter index 0.2 per cent from 127.2 to 127.4. Substantial decreases 
in fur coats, combined with smaller declines in women's and girl's cloth coats, 
women's suits and hosiery, wool dress material and a number of items of men's 
clothing, resulted in a decline of 1.0 per cent in the clothing index from 109.5 
to 108.4. The household operation index moved from 117.2 to 117.3 as increases 
for electric stoves, dishes, coal, telephone rates, ice and laundry soap more than 
offset decreases for mattresses, cotton sheets, irons, washing machines and toilet 
paper. Other commodities and services moved up 0.3 per cent from 117.6 to 117.9. 
The predominant changes in this group were advances in health services, drugs and 
cosmetics, higher local transit fares in Vancouver, and lower prices for camera 


film and a few items of personal care, 
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Epmonp Ctovutier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1954. 
800 2-503 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The price index for thirty industrial materials 

(1935 -1939= 100) 

registered a slight increase in October, moving 
from 222.7 for the week of September 24th to 223.2 for the week of October 22nd. 
When compared with levels of a year ago the composite series has shown only a narrow 
decrease, as indicated by tne October 1953 index of 227.0. Largest commodity price 
advances were registered in October by raw rubber and western oats, which advanced 10.4 
and 8.0 per cent respectively. Lesser increases for steers, lead, white lead, western 
wheat, iron ore, bleached sulphite pulp and copper were recorded. Hogs, sisal, raw 
cotton, raw wool and tin prices were considerably lower. 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets recorded little net change 
between the weeks of September 24th and October 22nd. The composite index dropped 
from 202.5 for the week of September 24th to 198.8 for the week of October 8th, but 
recovered to a level of 202.1 by October 22nd. Somewhat lower prices for animal pro- 
ducts, partially offset by higher prices for field products, were responsible for the 
small decline over the month. Among animal products, hogs, lambs, eastern eggs and 
cheese milk, and western calves and raw wool decreased, while advances were noted for 
fluid milk, eastern steers and poultry, and western eggs. In the field products 
group, the effect on the index of increases for potatoes, eastern peas, oats, barley 
and western hay, was modified by lower prices for western flax and rye and eastern 
corn, rye, hay and wheat. The animal products series receded from 243.7 to 241.4 
between September 24th and October 22nd, while the field products index moved up from 
loleste, 162.8, 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 
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SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Common stock prices moved slightly higher in October as 


the Investors! index for 101 common shares changed from 


189.8 to 191.2 between the weeks of September 30th and October 28th. 


Two of the 


three major groups shared in the advance, the series for 79 industrials moving 


from 191.8 to 193.3 and that for 8 banks from 215.0 to 219.1. 


utilities on the other hand eased from 170.3 to 170.2. 


The index for 14 


Among groups moderately 


higher indexes were registered for textiles and clothing, oils, milling, and tele- 


phone shares, 


Slightly lower levels were noted for machinery and equipment, pulp 


and paper, food and allied products, beverages, building materials, industrial mines 


and power and traction shares. 


Reflecting slightly lower prices for both golds and 


base metals the composite index for 27 mining stocks moved down from 96.0 for Septem- 


ber 30th to 93.8 for the week of October 28th, 


Over the same period, gold stocks 


weakened from 67.5 to 64.5 while the base metals series declined from 161.3 to 


160.9. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 
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N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
) OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Ri. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Vol. 32 No. 11 (For release 10 a.m. December 3, 1954) Prices $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy 


PRICE MOVEMENTS 
NOVEMBER 1954, 


_ THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index stood at 116.8 for both October 
| (1949 = 100) 
| lst and hovember lst, to mark the third consecutive 


: month in which the total index remained the same, while slight but opposing move- 


ments were recorded by the froup indexes. Between October 1st and hovember lst, 
foods decreased from 113.8 to 113.4 as lower prices for most meses” “eottes, eres 
and citrus fruits proved more important than increases in tea and fresh and canned 
vegetables, further scattered decreases in ali components of the clothing series 
lowered this index from 108.4 to 108.2, while household operation moved from 117.3 
to 117.2 reflecting slight decreases in fuel, furniture and electrical appliances. 


Floor coverings and utensils and equipment were somewhat higher in this group. 


The shelter component advanced 0.4 per cent from 127.4 to 127.9 following further 
advances in both rent and home-ownership indexes. Higher theatre admission 
fees, coupled with increases in some personal care services, were largely respon= 
sible for a change in the index for other commodities and services from 117.9 to 


118.2. Automobile operation was slightly lower as gasoline prices eased at a 


number of centres, 
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Epmonp C.ioutisr, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1954 


800 2-503 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The index for thirty industrial materials, 
(1935-1939= 100) 
following a mid-month decline to 222.9, 

subsequently recovered to register no net change between the weeks of October 29th 
and November 26th at 223.4. Among commodity changes, increases were registered 
for heavy melting steel scrap, hogs, raw rubber, steers, rosin, raw sugar, raw 
cotton and western wheat while decreases occurred for raw wool, linseed oil, sisal, 
beef hides, western oats, tin, coppér, bleached sulphite pulp and iron ore. 

Between the weeks of October 29th and November 26th the index of 
Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets strengthened 2oht per cent, from 
202.3 to 207.1. This change mainly reflected a rise in the animal products index 
from 242.3 to 250.4 although the field products index also moved up from 162.3 to 
163.9. Higher quotations were noted during November for hogs, lambs, butterfat, 
eastern steers and poultry, in the animal products series, while in field products 
firmer quotations were noted for eastern wheat, rye, peas, oats, barley and pota- 
toes, and western flax. Egzs, raw wool, western calves, and eastern rye and 


potatoes moved down, 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 
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SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: During the last three weeks of November 1954, the Inves- 
(1935-1939 = 100) 
tor's index of common stocks surpassed tne historic peak 

reached in 1929. Just over twenty-five years ago in September 1929, the index 
touched 197.8, and this November reached 199.2 for the week ending November llth, 
199.7 for the week ending November 18th, and 202.9 for the week ending November 
25th. The three major groups were all substantially firmer in November as the 
index for 79 industrials changed from 193.3 to 207.1, that for 14 utilities from 
170.2 to 175.5, and 8 banks from 219.1 to/224.5. All sub-groups were higher with 
the exception of a small decrease in the textile and clothing series, Notable 
strength was registered for industrial mines, pulp and paper, machinery and equip- 
ment, building materials, food and allied products, oils and transportation issues, 
Mining stocks shared in the advance as the composite index for 27 issues changed 


from 93.8 for the week of October 28th to 98.6 for the week of November 25th. Both 


golds and base metals moved up, the former advancing from 64.5 to 66.2 and the latter 


from 160.9 to 172.9. 
Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 
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Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! ..............0..... 98.6 98.6 98.6 99.0] 99.0] 118.8! 98.1! 98.8 
1, Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


N.B. Enquiries conceming indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 
Division, 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS 
DECEMBER 1954 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: 
(1949 = 100) 


| 

| 

) The Consumer Price Index declined from 116.8 to 116.6 between 

| November lst and December lst. The change was largely attributable to lower 
food prices which moved the food index from 113.4 to 112.6. Eggs dropped 
ten cents per dozen, and among other food items registering lower prices, 
were coffee, citrus fruits, and all cuts of beef, Higher prices were 
recorded for canned fruits and vegetables, fresh vegetables, tea and butter. 
Other group indexes showed little or no change. The clothing series moved 
from 108.2 to 108.1 under the influence of scattered decreases. Household 
operation changed from 117.2 to 117.1, as small decreases were recorded for 
a number of items of homefurnishings. Other commodities and services 
remained unchanged at 118.2, The shelter index advanced from 127.9 to 
128.2, following a further gain of 0.2 per cent in the rent index, and an 


advance of 0.3 per cent in the home-ownership component, 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Household 


Shelter Operation 


Clothing 


December 1, 1954 
November 1, .1954 
December 1, 1953 


118.2 


Epmonp CroutTirEr, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1954 


. 800 2-503 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) 
(1935-1939= 100) 


The composite average for thirty industrial material prices moved 
within exceptionally narrow limits in the final month of 1954 as the total 
index changed from 223.4 to 223.5 between the weeks of November 26th and 
December 24th. The December 1954 preliminary average of 223.2 compared with 
a 1954 low of 221.7, touched in September, and a December 1953 level of 225.8. 


Among commodity changes in December, higher prices occurred for raw rubber, 


La a Nn RR aN 


fir timber, raw wool, sisal, raw cotton, wheat and beef hides, Lower quota- . 
tions were observed for rayon yarn, hogs, steers, tin, oats, iron ore and t 
bleached sulphite pulp. ' 
Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets moved down ‘ 
moderately from 207.1 to 204.5 between the weeks of November 26th and Decem- 
ber 24th. Both sub-groups were lower, with animal products registering 
the greater change, as the index moved from 250.4 to 245.8 due to lower 
prices for hogs in addition to steers, eggs and cheesemilk in Eastern Canada 
and lambs in the West. These outweighed advances in calf prices, raw wool in 
Eastern Canada, and Western steers. Lower quotations for rye, Eastern barley, 
oats and potatoes were reflected in a decline in field products from 163.9 . 
to 163.2. Somewhat firmer prices were noted for Western potatoes and flax 


and Eastern corn and wheat, 
Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 


1954 
Week Ended Monthly Average 
Nov. Dec, Dec, Dec. | Dec, Dec. Nov. Dec,P 
26th 3rd 10th 17th | 24th 1953 1954 1954 
Industrial Materials................ Ze dcle | Acdsee Pe Pa Rede Giiee te 22506 leektae PPG Is 


Canadian Farm Products ...... 207.1-| 204.9° | 204.7 (5205.6) 204.5 | 210.21) 203.8 cone 


Pi Ol a sitcss. tines ee ca L639 | L644 niek63.6 | i639. 3) 26925) 15R0O 16k Ooi 


Pngmial Seeks nce 250.4 | 245.8 | 245.9 | 247.9) 245.8 | 261.6) 243.6 | 246.4 


p - Preliminary ; 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Prices of common stocks, as measured by the investors! 
index of 101 stocks, continued to move to new highs during the first 
four weeks of December. For the week ending December 23rd the total 
index reached 208.5, as compared to 202.9 for the week ending November 
25th. Strength was shared by each of the three major groups of indus- 
trials, utilities and banks, with utilities registering the firmest 
tone. Of eleven sub-groups, all but two were higher, with pulp and 
paper and building materials showing sharpest advances. Mining stocks 
also advanced over the period, the series of 27 stocks moving from 
98.6 for the week ending November 25th to 101.9 for the week ending 
December 23rd. Base metals were somewhat stronger than golds, advan- 


cing from 172.9 to 178.7, while golds moved from 66.2 to 68.3. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1954 Week Ended Monthly Average (2) 


Nov. Dec, “Dec. | Dec. | Dec. 


25th | 2nd | 9th | 16th] 23rd 
| + “a 


Investors’ Price Index 


LOD Common Stock S «scceccccscs.ecclavs 202.9 | 202.2!) 205.2/] 205.8| 208.5 | 153.6/ 199.5 | 205.4 


PO Ta SUT ENE 2c ctecnccsceececeecsceanes 207.1. | 206.01) 1209.2) 2092810212.3 |.152.7.| 203.0 |.20952 


OD AN Tes octet oe oases ei cs 175.5. |177.6) 180.4) 180.7|..183.0 | 146.4. | 173.€ | 180.4 


B+Rank’s anette ac iccscenrnmesecats 22.5 | 221.2/-\223,0 | 228.7.| 229.7 | 180.2 |.224.2 | 225.6 


Mining Stock Price Index 


2) OSA CES eal DD EEN Ae 98.6 98.4/; 100.1); 101.0 


97.0 | 100.4 


2OGIds wed Be See 66.2 65.5] | 66.9| 68.3 6556111 067.2 


B Base: Metal & . ncccs.ccicsesndieccocues vie omy il Pas We] 168.7 87668: 


Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! ............c00000+- 98.6} 99.0 


1, Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


2. Average of four weeks | ; 
N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS 
JANUARY 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: 
(1949 = 100) 


The Consumer Price Index receded 0.2 per cent from 116.6 to 116.4 
between December 1 and January 3. The decrease was due entirely to a drop in 
foods as the index for this series changed from 112.6 to 112.1. Among foods 
lower prices were recorded for processed pork products, oranges, bananas, eggs 
and lettuce while firmer quotations were registered for tea, most fresh vegetables 
and beef, Shelter, the only other group to change, advanced from 128.2 to 128.4 
reflecting increases in both rent and home-ownership. Household operation 
remained at 117.1 as slight advances in supplies and services were balanced by 
decreases in a few items of floor coverings, furniture and textiles. In clothing 


a slight advance in women's wear was cancelled by a decline in men's wear to 


leave the group index unchanged at 108.1. Other commodities and services were 


steady at 118.2 although narrow advances were noted for a few drug and personal 


care items, 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
} Household ue 
Food Shelter Clothing ; Commodities 
| Operation and Services 
oe i 
January 3, 1955 Lived 128.4 108.1 Eta 1162 
December 1, 1954 112.6 126.2 108.1 ce ga 118.2 
January 2, 1954 111.6 12554 | 110.1 117.5 116.4 
Se ESE — eee Se eee eee 


Epmonp CxiouTier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) 
(1935 -1939= 100) 


Industrial material prices, after falling off slightly at the beginning 
of the month, recovered in the final two weeks of January to reach an index of 
226.2 for the week of January 28th, as against 225.1 for the week of December 31st. 
line of the thirty price series advanced with the largest increases being recorded 
by steel scrap, beef hides, rosin and raw rubber, followed by tin, wheat, bleached 
pulp sulphite, iron ore and oats. Lower prices occurred for sisal, hogs, steers 
and raw cotton. 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets, after touching a mid- 
month low of 204.0, moved up in the latter half of January to 207.4 for the week 
of the 28th from 206.0 for the week of December 31st. Both field and animal pro- 
ducts were higher with the former showing the greater change due to higher quota- 
tions for potatoes, eastern wheat and rye, and flax and rye in the west. These 
outweighed decreases in eastern oats and barley to advance the field products 
index from 163.1 at the end of December to 165.3 for the week of January 28th. 

In the animal products group price changes were general as advances in steers in the 
west and calves, lambs, poultry and cheese milk in the east, outweighed decreases 
for eggs, hogs, eastern steers and western calves to move the index from 248.9 at 


December 31st to 249.6 for the week of January 28th. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 


1954 Week Ended Monthly Average 
Dec. | Jan, Jan. Jan. | Jan, Jan. | Dec, Jan.P 
31st Pavia l&th ALSt 28th 1954 1954 1955 
Industrial Materials................ 2e5 ilieck ba leeey.) | (225201 226.20). 220.1 eee. Oe eeeeeo 
Canadian Farm Products. ...... 206.0 |"204.9°4" 204.0 | 205-69) 207zh 212.9 ("20k 7" | =205-6 
ts eee ee ee 163.1) 162.8 1) 26360-), 164.61 65.3.1 1.59.45 16356 ieee 
Bplinal testtoceu ecko 2ub.9 4 LUT .O 245.0 | ZU PD} eb sOn | 266.3 2h b eee 


p - Preliminary. 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Following thirteen months of uninterrupted advance, 

ce dealaia common stock prices presented a mixed appearance in 
January. From a peak of 212.1 for the week of December 30th the Investors! 
index for 101 representative issues dropped to 205.6 for the week of January 
6th. Intermittent firmness in the final three weeks of the month was, how- 
ever, reflected in an advance in the index level to 209.6 by the week of the 
27th. As compared with the December 30th figure, this represented a drop of 
1.2 per cent. During the same interval the index for 79 industrials declined 
0.9 per cent, from 215.8 to 213.8 while 14 utilities receded 2.9 per cent 
from 187.1 to 181.6. Bank shares, on the other hand, moved against the trend 
to register a narrow increase of 0.1 per cent from 232.3 to 232.6. Sub-group 
indexes which reached lower levels were machinery and equipment, oils, bever- 
ages, transportation, and power and traction. Slightly firmer series were 
noted for milling, industrial mines, and food and allied products. Due to 
strength in base metal shares, mining stocks were somewhat firmer in January 
as the composite index for 27 issues changed from 103.2 for the week of Decem- 
ber 30th to 104.6 for the week of January 27th. Over the same interval, the 
index for 5 base metals advanced from 181.4 to 188.4 while the series for 22 
golds receded fractionally from 69.1 to 68.0. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 


i Jan. Jan. tare Jan. 
Ce | 6th 13th 20th | 27th 


~ 4 


Investors’ Price Index 
LOL Common: Stock S a. cscsieces acy, 212.0 | 205.6) 207.8.|-206.a5' 209.611 157.4 | 206.8) 207.3 
Hp eTIMOL Url 81 50:5, <2 es sence 21568 17209.0 1 etl eONl 209. 7 vei seO 1156.5 | 210.5! -211,0 
LW Des OhetUAANe): aap paris aee nen eah ae LO 7 tees: Sr. 99-10-07 1st. o) LA9s be) 188 teh 
RS els TN ste cae Seinen cba 232s ee Opec ale Ustulae FeO 1O5.0 |) 227.0i 25068 
Mining Stock Price Index 
25 Wet) CRE TONER RS OEE Aa TOSS 277 LO0s 77 103. 3 t0e e046 81599) 2100-9| 102.7 
ONCE CN nat eS 69.1 67.9} 68.9| 68.4; 68.0) 60.3 67.6) 68.3 
B Base: MELAS asics salserscvustengse Tel ly ed eee Tee doe pltlee:| Afis4l  Lbdeo 


Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index? .........0..0000000.. 99.3 99.6 100.3 99.6} 99.3 /115.0 98.91 99.7 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


N.B. Enquiries concerming indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 
Division. 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS 
FEBRUARY 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: id 
(1949 = 100) 


The Consumer Price Index remained practically unchanged 
between January 3rd and February 1st, moving from 116.4 to 116.3. 
Group indexes were notably stable, foods being the only group to 
| register a change of more than 0.1 points. The food index declined 
Promnlize. to bltl5 ‘as decreases ini the price of \coffee, lard... eggs, 
beef and pork outweighed increases in tea, oranges and fresh vege- 
tables. Clothing remained unchanged at 108.1 as small scattered 
| increases and decreases balanced each other. Prices were steady 
within household operation, and the group index again stood at 117.1. 


Other commodities and services advanced 0.1 points to 118.3 under the 


| influence of higher hospital rates in Eastern Canada. The shelter 


component continued its gradual advance, moving from 128.4 to 128.5. 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 
STS ESI (aS aS SES SS (a a Cm 
_ Other 


Total : Household ae 
| Fades Food Shelter Clothing Operstion Commoditi es 
and Services 


pevruary vr. 955 116.3 BSE Gs 26.5 TOS <1 Led SES, 


January 3, 1955 116.4 ot eth 12€.4 TOS. paged 118.2 
February 1, 1954 abe Bey Sey | 125.4 110.0 117.5 116.5 


nat SE a cel hl a A ae 


Epmonp CuioutTizEr, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) 
(1935 -1939= 100) 


The price index for thirty industrial materials advanced from 226.2 for 
the week of January 28th to 229.2 for the week of February 25th for a gain of 1.3 
per cent. Price increases were led by advances of 14.3 per cent for steel scrap, 
and 10.5 per cent in sisal. In the latter, part of the increase reflected weaken- 
ing of the Canadian dollar in terms of United States funds. Other commodities to 
record strength in February were white lead, tin ingots, raw cotton, bleached pulp 
sulphite, iron ore, wheat, copper and beef hides. Three price series registered 
decreases, viz., hogs, raw rubber and oats, 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets declined from 207.4 for 
the week of January 28th to 204.8 for the week of February 25th, for a change of 
1.3 per cent. The decline in the index was due to lower animal product prices as 
a 10 per cent decrease in hogs followed by lesser declines for eastern lambs and 
cheese milk, and western steers and fluid milk, outweighed increases in calves, 
eggs, eastern poultry, western lambs, and raw wool to lower the index from 249.6 
at the end of January to 243.1 for the final week of February. Field products 
increased moderately as the index moved up from 165.3 for the week of January 28th 
to 166.4 for the week of February 25th. In the eastern field products section, 
potatoes, barley, corn and oats were higher while in the western component, flax, 


potatoes and hay were up. Rye in both the east and west was lower during the period 
under review. Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 106) 


1955 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


Jan. | Feb. Feb. | Feb. Feb. Feb. Jan. | Feb.P 
28th | 4th llth | 18th 25th 1954 1955 | 1955 


Industrial Materials................ 226.2 | 228.000 '227.5) 229.5 1 229.2 | 622300) oa. eee 
Canadian Farm Products ....... 207 alt} 206.3 of) 205.7:|5 206.0 1) 20h G4) 212 eye cde cases 
igldyer stile eo 165.3 | 3266.0} 166.0] 166.6-| 166.4} 160.0] 164.5)" 166.2 
A PETE eatose aire gre cass. 249.6 | 2h6.5 | 245.5) 245.3 | 243.1 | 2617 | MARE Ach eek ee 


p - Preliminary 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


February. 


index for 99 common stocks changed from 209.6 to 216.2. 


Following the mixed picture presented in January, 


common stock prices continued their upward trend in 


Between the weeks of January 27th and february 24th the composite 


The three major groups 


were all firmer as the index for 78 industrials advanced from 213.8 to 220.9; 


that for 14 utilities from 181.6 to 185.0 and 7 banks from 232.6 to 241.9. 


All sub-groups, with the exception of textiles and clothing, moved up, led by 


machinery and equipment, pulp and paper, milling, oils, beverages and trans- 


portation issues, 


Mining stocks were firmer in February as the con- 


posite index for 27 stocks advancea rrom 104.6 for the week of January 27th to 


106.7 for the week of February 24th. Both golds and base metals registered 


increases, the former moving from 68.0 to 70.5 and the latter from 188.4 to 189.6. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


a 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 
Jan. | feb, | web. | Peb. | Feb. Pea gan. trem 
z7th ® Sra 1Oth |} 17th 24th 1954 | 1955 1955 
hor oe + . a te eel 1 4 
Investors’ Price Index 
9 Common Stock S: <cc.iei-ese0% veccceses 209.6 b22.8. 1 2k. 3 216. eb.) LO se 2 lee eds), ee tlbeue 
Bike ESSEC YDS TEAS 6 foal nec Skaekc nates ances 213.8 | 216.2 | 218.5 POLO 20 Ot os oe ele el ous 
PP MPEN TEPER pi ait ss wedeccesaslcivuseiss 181.6 | 181.8 | 184.0 135, ck 5.0) 151.91 184.0+-184,0 
UP NISC AA) ee Zone Peshed. | euaked 243.8) 241.9!) 189.6) 230.8} 241.1 
Mining Stock Price Index 
Le iL an ae 104.6 | 105,5 | 106.0 | 107.41 106.7 se 102.7] 106.4 
23h Tells (oe. ae ee eee ee te 68.0 68.6 68.9 OO ez 7Oe5 Gerd 68, 3 69.3 
SB eBase Metals ).....:.<00e anes LBS 341-190 10119058") 194. 7) 18956) 132.01 813) 193 
Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! ..............:065 99.31} 98.6] 97.3 99.7| ° 96.68 


N.B. Fnauiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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. PRICE MOVEMENTS 


MARCH 1955 
THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index for Canada decreased 
(1949 = 100) 
from 116.3 to 116.0 between February lst and 


March lst. The change was largely attributable to a decline in the food 


index which moved from 111.5 to 110.7, to stand at the same level as a year 


ago. The February lst - March lst change in the food index reflected a ten 
cent decrease in coffee and slightly lower prices for all cuts of meat 
except veal, which outweighed increases for tea, eggs and potatoes. Both 
the clothing and household operation indexes decreased 0.1 points, the for- 
mer moving from 108.1 to 108.0 and the latter from 117.1 to 117.0. Price 
changes within these groups were small and scattered. The index of other 
commodities and services remained unchanged at 118.3. Counterbalancing 
changes were registered as lower prices for automobiles and batteries were 
offset by increases in tires, automobile maintenance, public transportation 
and newspapers. The only group to advance was shelter which changed from 


128.5 to 128.6. 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Total 
Index 


Household 
Operation 


Food Shelter Clothing 


March LS ie Me so 116.9 
February 1, 1955 118.3 
March Aba 55 p89 116.6 


, 


{ 800 2-503 Epmonp Cuoutier, C.M.G., 0.A., D.S.P., Queen's Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The price index for thirty industrial materials 
(1935 -1939= 100) 

rose 0.4 per cent during March to reach a level 

of 230.0 for the week of March 25th as compared to 229.1 for the week of February 

25th. Among commodity changes linseed oil, sisal and rayon yarn led the increases 

followed by lesser advances for beef hides, wheat and copper. Decreases occurred 


for raw rubber, oats, raw cotton, hogs, steers, iron ore, bleached sulphite pulp 


and tin. 


Canadian farm product prices at terminal 
markets showed further weakness in March as the index moved from 204.8 to 202.9 
between the weeks of February 25th and March 25th. Both animal and field products 
were lower, the former declining from 243.1 to 239.7 and the latter from 166.4 to 
166.1 during the period under review. In the animal products group principal 
weakness occurred in livestock as decreases for steers, calves, hogs and western 
fluid milk outweighed increases for eggs, raw wool, and eastern lambs, poultry 
and cheese milk. Field product prices moved down as eastern barley, corn, oats, 
rye, wheat, hay and tobacco, and western flax, rye and hay decreased. Potato 
prices were higher, while western oats and barley advanced, due to an adjustment 


in the initial payment made to producers for the 1954-55 crop by the Canadian 


Wheat Board. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 


1955 
Week Ended Monthly Average 
Feb. Feb. 
25th ae as ae aks ce) 1955 
r 
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p - Preliminary 
r= Hevised 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Common stock prices, following an advance to new highs 


pene aul) in the opening week of March, subsequently receded in 


the following weeks to erase gains accumulated over the past two months. From a 
level of 216.2 for the week of February 24th the Investors' composite index ad- 
vanced to 218.2 for the week of March 3rd, but by the week of the 24th had 
registered a net loss of 2.7 points over the month to reach 213.5. Over the same 
period the index for 78 industrials dropped 2.8 points to 218.1, while 14 utili- 
ties weakened 0.9 to 184.1 and 7 banks 7.1 to 234.8. Among sub-groups lower 
indexes were noted for beverages, oils, milling and transportation. On the other 
hand firmer indexes were recorded for machinery and equipment, food and allied 
products and power and traction. 


Mining stocks followed the pattern set by industrials 
and utilities, although the amplitude of fluctuation was smaller. The composite 


index for 27 issues advanced from 106.7 for the final week of February to 107.3 
for the opening week of March, but receded to 105.5 by the 24th for a loss of 
1.2 points. Weakness in golds was mainly responsible, as the index for this 
series declined from 70.5 to 68.9 between the weeks of February 24th and March 
24th. Over the same interval the base metals sub-group changed from 189.6 to 
189.4. 

Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 2 


Feb. March | March | March | March | Merch | Feb. March 
24th 3rd | 10th (|17th | 24th |1954 HS £8 all plat be poe | 


Investors’ Price Index 


99 Common Stocks ......cccccssseeseeecen 216.2 214.7 | 214.6 

TEU TE ee ee 220.9 21962 | 218.9 

Serenity ror ee oh gee 185.0 184.0 | 186.3 
[PTT Ee te a ee 241.9 241.1 | 237.2 

Mining Stock Price Index 

PEG GUS Rete kone. 106.7 106.4 | 105.5 

TEN OS AO. Ss ER EE 1065 69.3 | 69.0 
5 Base Metals .u...cscscsesssssecscsseeesen 189.6 191.3 | 188.9 


Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! ..............c0000.-. 96.0 96.8 | 96.0 
1, Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 
2.Four weeks! average. 

N.B. Enquiries concerming indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 
Division. 
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| PRICE MOVEMENTS 
APRIL 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index moved from 116.0 to 116.1 
(1949 = 100) 


between March lst and April lst, as small increases 


in foods and shelter outweighed fractional decreases in other groups. Clothing, 


household operation, and other commodities and services indexes each declined 
O.1 per cent, while the shelter component increased by the same amount and foods 
advanced 0.3 per cent. The food index moved from 110.7 to 111.0 as higher 
prices for flour, tea, eggs, fresh fruits, potatoes and chicken proved more 
important than lower prices for coffee, margarine, most fresh vegetables and 
pork items. Prices of most items of clothing were unchanged, and a decrease 

in men's suits largely accounted for the change in the clothing index from 108.0 
to 107.9. The household operation index moved from 117.0 to 116.9 under the 
influence of lower prices for electrical appliances and household supplies. The 
change in the index of other commodities and services from 118.3 to 118.2 
resulted from declines in street car and bus fares, bicycles, and eyeglasses, 
which were partially offset by slight increases in gasoline and doctors!' and 
dentists! fees. Both the rent and home-ownership components of the shelter index 


increased 0.1 per cent to advance the shelter index from 128.6 to 128.7. 
Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Sie ee lot) ti eeee || SA eea) Ara SeORW Des pe eee er 
Total | H hold Other | 
Index Food Shelter Clothing Saat acion aioe 
RDPid dal 955 | LlGya LideOD = im d2se7 107.9 116.9 | 118.2 
March 1, 1955 216.0 11037 128.6 108.0 1h 0 OB PS 
ADIL, 451954 15.6 110.4 12536 109.9 pd Sosa tivee 
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Epmonp Cuovutier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The price index for thirty industrial materials 
(1935-1939= 100) 

rose 1.4 per cent during April to 233.2 for the 
week of the 22nd, as compared to 230.0 for the week of March 25th. Ten of the 
thirty price series advanced, led by copper, beef hides, steel scrap and western 
oats, and followed by lesser increases for raw sugar, bleached sulphite pulp, zinc, 
iron ore, raw rubber and rosin. Sisal, tin and raw cotton were lower over this 
period. 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal mar- 
kets registered a net increase of 6.1 per cent during April, as the index moved 
from 202.9 for March 25th to 215.2 for April 22nd. An exceptional advance in 
potatoes, influenced by extensive frost damage to United States spring plantings, 
was the main supporting factor. This was reflected principally in the field pro- 
ducts index, which moved from 166.1 for March 25th to 191.7 for April 22nd, for a 
gain of 15.4 per cent. Among other commodity changes in the field products group, 
western flax, rye and hay, and eastern oats, rye and hay were higher, while eastern 
wheat, corn and barley were lower. Animal products, on the other hand, decreased 
fractionally during the period under review to 238.8 from 239.7. In the animal 
products group decreases were recorded for calves, butterfat and fluid milk in 
eastern Canadian markets, and hogs in the west, while eastern lambs, poultry, eggs, 


cheese milk and raw wool, and western steers and eggs showed strength. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 


1955 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


Mar. Apr. Apr. | Apr. Apr. | Apr. Mar, Apr. p 
25th lst Sth 15th 22nd | 1954 1955 1955 


Industrial Materials................ 230.0 | 231.7 | 231.6 | 233.0 | 233.2] 223.9 | 229.9] 232.4 


Canadian Farm Products ...... 202.9°) 20437 7205.7 |°235.3)) 2i5s2) 209.0" 203277 *210.- 


1 ig ee a 166.1 | 167.1) 172.7 | 192.9 | 191.7] 157.6 | 166.1| 181.2 
5, ee 242.3 | 238.6 | 237.8] 2388) 260.4 | 241.3) 239.4 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Common stocks were considerably stronger in April as 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

they recovered most of the losses sustained in the pre- 
vious month. Between the weeks of March 3lst and April 28th the Investors' index 
moved up from 210.2 to 217.5, with both industrials and utilities partici- 
pating in the advance. An index for the former changed from 214.7 to 223.4, and 
for the latter from 180.7 to 185.4. Bank shares, on the other hand, were frac- 
tionally easier, declining from 233.7 to 233.1. Sub-group indexes were all higher, 
increases principally being in machinery and equipment, pulp and paper, milling, 
building materials, industrial mines and transportation. 

Mining stocks, led by strength in base metal issues, were 
firmer in April also. The composite index for 27 representative stocks advanced 
from 106.4 to 110.6 between the weeks of March 3lst and April 28th. Over the same 
period the base metal series changed from 192.1 to 199.4, and that for 22 golds 
from 68.9 to 71.8. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 


7 <a 
March | April; April | April 
31st 7th | 14th | 2l1st 
ial 


April 
1955 


Investors’ Price Index 


99 Common SOCKS wees 210.2 1° 215.1) 216.5 | 21669 ("217.5 | 173.6 | 213.7 | 216.5 
TS Tadustrial@ ec) lcs 214.7 | 220.3) 221.9 | 222.4] 223.4 | 174.7 | 218.0 | 222.0 
EG ee ee ee 180.7 | 184.7/ 185.7] 186.5) 185.4 | 159.5 | 185.2 | 185.6 
TERK See e MN Gis, Meck. Le 233.7 | 233.2] 233.6) 232.0] 233.1 | 195.4 | 236.5 | 233.0 
oe eee al es Sen 106.4 | 109.3) 108.9] 112.1| 110.6] 89.3/ 105.7 | 110.2 
PPS Ee ee ee 68.9 | 69.7] \70.4| 72.5| 71.8) °64.8|) 69.0)" 71.2 
BP BARe Metal Slaccd csscccnssanssnctes 192.1 | 199.8] 197.2] 202.8] 199.4] 145.5 | 189.6 | 199.8 
Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! .................0+ 954 9he7| I4-7 95.7| 100.2) 95.9) 95.2 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS 
MAY 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index moved from 116.1 to 116.4 
(1949 = 100) 
between April lst and May 2nd. The advance was due 

almost entirely to an exceptionally sharp increase in the price of potatoes from 
47.8 cents to 73.8 cents per ten pounds, This increase also accounted for the 
advance in the food index from 111.0 to 112.3. Other foods were relatively 
stable; somewhat higher prices were registered for fresh fruits and most cuts 
of beef, while butter, margarine and all items of pork were fractionally lower, 
The clothing index remained unchanged at 107.9 as the few fractional decreases 
registered were not sufficient to move the total clothing series. A seasonal 
decrease in the price of coal and a slight drop in insurance rates on household 
effects decreased the household operation series from 116.9 to 116.4. The 
index of other commodities and services remained practically unchanged moving from 
118.2 to 118.3 as higher quotations for theatre admissions and men's hair cuts 


overweighed decreases in automobile tires and insurance, and toilet soap. The 


shelter component moved from 128.7 to 128.8 as both the rent and home-ownership 


components moved up slightly. 
Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Household 
Operation 


Total 
Index 


Food Shelter Clothing 


May 2, 1955 118.3 
April 1, 1955 118.2 
May 1, 1954 
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Epmonp CuiouttEr, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) 
(1935-1939= 100) 


The weekly composite price index for thirty 
industrial materials moved within very narrow 
limits during May, increasing less than 0.1 per cent from 233.0 for April 29th to 
233.1 for May 27th. Commodity price changes were scattered, as six series, hogs, raw 
wool, raw cotton, raw rubber, fir timber and raw sugar, showed strength. Decreases 
occurred for beef hides, sisal, steel sheets, steers, imported bituminous coal, tin, 
iron ore, bleached sulphite pulp and western oats. 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal mar- 
kets receded 1.5 per cent from a level of 215.6 for April 29th to 212.3 for May 27th. 
Weakness was concentrated in field products, as the group index decreased 5.6 per 
cent from 190.2 to 179.5 between the final weeks of April and May. Eastern potato 
prices were substantially lower, while eastern wheat and tobacco also moved down, 

On the other hand, firmer prices were noted for western flax, rye, potatoes and hay, 
and eastern barley. Animal products strengthened as the group index rose 1.7 per 
cent from 240.9 to 245.1 during the period under review. Higher hog prices were 
the principal supporting factor followed by lesser increases for western steers, 


calves, eggs and raw wool and eastern poultry. Steers, lambs, eggs, cheesemilk and 


butterfat in the east, and fluid milk and butterfat in the west were lower. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 


Wea Beded Monthly Average 
April May May May | May May April MayP 
29th 6th 13th | 2th | 27th 1S WB ob NPP, 
Industrial Materials................ 2Id00 123303 Neo sek |, 2 Jes0 | cope | 22609) |) 255 ee ee 
Canadian Farm Products...... 215.6 i215. 421303 | 23056 | 20203 (21 6") 212 ele 
Fighd QE ft ae.. 190. Anj186.26 e1e305 | 161.9 1179.5.) 261.6%) eo. eae 
Anitud £2....5:....0ot ben 240.9 |242.6 | 243.0 | 243.2 | 245.1 | 268.0 | 238.7 | 243.5 


- Preliminary 


- Revised to incorporate 


final payments for western wheat, oats and barley for 
crop year August 1953 to July 1954, 
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SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Common stocks, following the pattern established in 


April, continued to forge ahead in May. 


Between the 


weeks of April 28th and May 26th the Investors! index moved from 217.5 to 226.7, 


for a gain of 4.2 per cent. 


Over the same period the group index for 78 indus- 


trials moved up 4.3 per cent to 233.1 while 14 utilities advanced 5.3 per cent 


to 195.2 and 7 banks 0.6 per cent to 234.6, All except three sub-groups 


increased, 


paper, industrial mines and transportation issues. 


and clothing weakened slightly. 


Advances were led by beverages, machinery and equipment, pulp and 


Milling, oils and textiles 


Mining stocks also were firmer in May due mainly to 


strength in base metal issues. 


] 


The composite index for 27 issues changed from 


110.6 to 114.8 between April 28th and May 26th while 5 base metals advanced 


from 199.4 to 212.0. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


Investors’ Price Index 
99 Common StockS .......... cece 


“9 (op Lita IC a We) 
“TLCS 8 SB a Wek ty ee ee 
al SoG ay aca intel te 


Mining Stock Price Index 
PLO Seer Be gy aplios she can eedace ocaccs 


Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! ...................... 


1955 Week Ended 


Seo | 


April| May May May 

aad 5th mee as 19th 
ely .> 1219.9) 419.3) 223.2 
CAD Uses? |) eee) leecy sO 
165..4.\190.7 | 189.0) 192.0 
Zaha 0s Cooke eH 
410.6 0494.64) 112.8) 194.7 
71.8 | 73.4 (eee lea eo 
199.4 | 206.8 | 205.8] +209.5 


Golds advanced moderately from 71.8 to 72.4. 


Monthly Average 


+ 


May May | April| May 
26th | 1954 ie eee wee, 
ee 1 Ie0 1) 2lOe> | eeeed 
PLES oe WE ORS Yo OY 6 DAP ON eed a 
Do ee loe.4 | o> .01 Lola? 
23456 | 208.04 233.0) |'23h.4 
TUS O64 LtO.e | Linge 
7204 || Obelion dads ee lesc 
212.0 | 146.5: 199.84 5209.0 


9507 96.4 | rane DOW IT 9927) 9562), 9062 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Vol. 33 No. 


OTTAWA - CANADA 


For release 10 a.m. July 


PRICE MOVEMENTS 


JUNE 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: 


(1949 = 100) 


The Consumer Price Index decreased 0.4 per cent from 
116.4 to 115.9 between May 2nd and June lst. Most of the change was 
attributable to a decline in the food index, although four of the five 
group indexes were lower. The food series declined 1.2 per cent from 
112.3 to 111.0 as sharply lower prices were registered for potatoes, 
followed by lesser price decreases for tea, coffee, and butter. Apples, 
grapefruit, and most cuts of meat were higher. The clothing index 
declined from 107.9 to 107.8 under the influence of small scattered 
decreases, Declines in coal, fuel oil, and furniture were the princi- 
pal factors accounting for the change in the household operation index 
from 116.4 to 116.1. Other commodities and services receded from 118.3 
to 117.8, largely as a result of further declines in automobiles, 
Shelter, the only group to advance, moved from 128.8 to 129.2 due mainly 


to higher rents, although home-ownership costs also moved up fractionally. 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Household 
Operation 


Total 
Index 


Shelter Clothing 


June 1, 1955 
May 2, 1955 
June 1, 1954 


116.3 
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Epmonp CiovuTier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) 
(1935-1939= 100) 


The weekly composite index for thirty indust- 
rial materials advanced 1.6 per cent during June, from 233.1 for May 27th to 236.8 
for June 24th. Commodity price changes were led by substantial gains for raw 
rubber, beef hides, hogs and linseed oil, followed by lesser increases for spruce 
lumber, zinc, sisal and tin. Western oats, raw sugar, steers and raw cotton were 


lower. 


Canadian farm product prices at terminal mar- 
kets showed an increase of 0.8 per cent during June, as the index moved from 212.3 
for the week of May 27th to 214.1 for June 24th. Strength was concentrated in 
animal products, as the group index rose 2.8 per cent to 252.0, when higher prices 
for hogs, eggs, western lambs and eastern poultry outweighed decreases for calves, 
steers, eastern lambs and cheese milk, and western raw wool. Field products 
declined 1.9 per cent, from 179.5 to 176.1, due mainly to lower potato prices, 
although eastern rye, barley, corn, wheat and hay, and western rye also weakened. 


Eastern oats and tobacco, and western flax and hay, registered moderate strength. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 


Week Ended Monthly Average 
May | June | June | June June June May June p 
27th 3rd 10th | 17th 24th 1954 1955 | 1955 
Industrial Materials................ 233.1) 233.6] 23500 | 23668 | 236.8 | 224.0! 233.2] 235.6 


Canadian Farm Products ...... 212.3 211.6 223.1 212.9 21hel 214.8 213. 3 212. 4 
BIG GREE oc ee 179.5| 176.1) 172.4 | 175.9 | 176.1 | 162.3} 183.2) 175.1 
Anlindliciiecctincecaucds 24501} 247.2) 24929 24958 | 252.0 | 267.3| 243-4] 249.7 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

Common stock prices again moved strongly as the 
Investors’ index advanced from 226.7 to 240.8 between the weeks of May 26th 
and June 23rd for a gain of 6.2 per cent. Among the major groups the index 
for 77 industrials advanced from 233.1 to 248.5 for a gain of 6.6 per cent, 
while the index for 14 utilities increased 5.1 per cent to 205.1 from 195.2 
and 7 banks 4.9 per cent to 246.0 from 234.6. All sub-groups moved up led 
by substantial advances in milling, machinery and equipment, oils, indust- 
rial mines and building materials. 

The composite index for 27 mining stocks advanced 
7.6 per cent during the period under review, from 114.8 to 123.5. Both 
sub-group indexes shared in the advance, as 5 base metals changed from 212.0 
to 230.1 and 22 golds from 72.4 to 77.0. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average (2) 
May June June | June | June | June | May June 
26th | 2nd 9th 16th | 23rd | 1954 | 1955 | 1955 


Investors’ Price Index 
99 Common Stocks .....ccccccceseseseeee: 


222.1 | 236.5 


Te Trdst als hs soccctpdscees: ths 227.8.) 243.8 


191.7 | 202.6 


f PESO Coy. a Re 234.4 | 241.6 
Te a an ae 1142 | 121.2 
ee ANNA Gd nred vragen Tos Gils Toeo 

5 “Bace-Motal sn cattsessidscleisssns 209.0} 225.0 


Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! ............0005 99.7! 96.2| 95.6 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


2 Average of four weeks. 
N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 


scl) s2e9 ge0 aut 
; - a 


mu Sd Ss a? ae 


Boo | 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Ri. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Vol. 33 No. 7 (For release 10 a.m. August 4, 1955) Price: $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy. 


PRICE MOVEMENTS 
JULY 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index remained almost unchanged 
ee between June 1 and July 2, moving from 115.9 to 116.0, 

as slight increases in Food and Shelter indexes were partially offset by declines 
in the Household Operation and Other Commodities and Services series, The Food 
component increased from 111.0 to 111.5 under the influence of a sharp increase 
in the price for eggs and somewhat higher prices for most fresh fruits and vege- 
tables and meats, Decreases were registered by potatoes, tea, and coffee. The 
Clothing index remained unchanged at 107.8 as most items registered no change, 
and the few changes balanced each other, Decreases in prices of household appli- 
ances and, to a lesser degree, furniture prices, were mainly responsible for the 
decline in the Household Operation index from 116.1 to 115.8. Coal prices were up 
fractionally while electricity rates declined slightly. The index of Other Commo- 
dities and Services moved from 117.8 to 117.7 as increases in haircuts and some 
drug items were outweighed by decreases in radios and toilet soaps. The increase 


in the Shelter index from 129.2 to 129.6 resulted from small increases in both 


rent and home-ownership costs. 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Total 
Index 


Household 


Shelter Clothing Operation 


July 2, 1955 
June 1, 1955 
July 2, 1954 


117.8 


Prepared in Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division 
Epmonp Crovutier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen's Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The weekly composite price index for thirty 
(1935 -1939= 100) 

industrial materials advanced 0.5 per cent from 
236.0 to 237.2 between the weeks of June 30th and July 22nd. The advance was due 
mainly to higher quotations for raw rubber and linseed oil, although other series 
contributing to the increase were spruce lumber, tin, sisal and steel sheets. 
Decreases were led by beef hides and hogs, followed by lesser declines for oats, raw 
cotton, steers, raw sugar, bleached sulphite pulp and iron ore, 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets 
dropped 2.1 per cent between the weeks of June 30th and July 22nd to 207.9 from 212.4. 
Decreases were general in both Field and Animal Products as the index for the former 
series moved down 2.1 per cent from 173.0 to 169.4, and the latter, 2.2 per cent from 
251.9 to 246.3. In Field Products, Eastern wheat and rye, and Western potatoes, flax, 
hay and rye, were substantially lower, followed by lesser declines for Kastern pota- 
toes, oats, barley, corn and hay. Lower hog quotations and a sharp decline in Western 
lambs were mainly responsible for the drop in the Animal Products index. Other price 
series in this group to register weakness were eggs, steers, lambs and cheese milk in 


Eastern Canada. Western eggs and Kastern poultry were higher during the period under 


review, 
Wholesale Price Indexes (1935 -1939= 100) 
| 195 
ee Dinka Monthly Average 
June | July | July July July | July June July 
30th 8th 15th 22nd 29th 1954 1955 1955 
Industrial Materials................ 236.0 1236.01 237.6 jp 2397.2) \onot Pol hel ieee meee 


Canadian Farm Products. ...... 212.4 | 212.2) 210.9 | 207.9] avail-| 219.6) 212.2) avail- 


ES alee SN serene Prtacseliye L730"). 172557, L697 (hog. able 177.0). L7h.3 able 


a es ete bales 251.9} 251.9) 252.0 | 246.3 | 262.1 | 250.0 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: The month of July was again a period of strength for com- 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

mon stock prices as gains occurred in all major groups and 
sub-groups of the Investors! Index, The composite index rose 4.6 per cent to 250.8 
from 239.8 between the weeks of June 30 and July 28, while in the major groups, the 
index for 7 Bank stocks advanced 9.2 per cent from 250.3 to 273.4, 14 Utilities 4.8 
per cent from 204.2 to 214.1, and 78 Industrials 4.0 per cent from 247.0 to 257.0. 
Advances among the sub-groups in the period under review were led by Industrial 
Mines, Power and Traction, Food and Allied Products, Textiles and Clothing, and 
Transportation. After a sharp increase in the first week of the month, Machinery and 
Equipment issues and Milling weakened slightly. Building Materials were also some- 
what below the high reached earlier during the month. 

The composite index for 27 Mining Stocks moved up 4.0 per 


cent over the four-week period from 122.7 to 127.6. While Gold Stocks were fraction- 


ally lower at an index of 75.7 as against 75.9, 5 Base Metals rose from 229.7 to 


246.3 for an increase of 7.2 per cent, 
Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 
June July Truly | July | July | July June | July 
30th von Ath 21st 28th 1954 1955 13955 
Investors’ Price Index 
OD. Common, Stock S ..secccsedececsecvos-aee 239.6: \ 2)3.5) hks6 287.0) 250.8 1162.3) 237.1 | 246.5 
TO MOGUST ALS cece nceeyiae: PESO Nae 50. Ot 503i ee ete 257-0181 .S ehh ek 252.8 
PE EOS ya oii a secosus nee ee 20h oe lu.205.5). 2207.0 209.0) etd 69k. | 202.91 208.9 
Ae ee i 250 ou Ose Ole ey os Ls ee eat elon 2h 363) 1 0eo 
Mining Stock Price Index 
EB ESSE STC! ME ee Eee a tc <7 HWS 5 AIM A ad Po ce i 2 0 ball Wal Ms es ed oy 8 
REIS Chg Pe ot Soke eT on RO ee N09 7505) We Vae ss = Ths Sl) ~ 75671 Slee9.. 2-729 S750 
ress Metats. 1 We acted 229.7 238.3) 2421) -240.3 154.0] 226.0} 241.8 
Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! .........0...0000 96.0 96.0} 96.4 96.6 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


N.B. Enquiries conceming indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 
Division. 
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; DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
| OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Rit. How. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Vol. 33 No. 8 (For release 10 a.m. September 2, 1955) Price: $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy 


PRICE MOVEMENTS 
AUGUST 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index advanced 0.3 per cent from 
(1949 = 100) 


116.0 to 116.4 between July 2 and August 1, 1955. 

The change was mainly attributable to the Food Index which increased from 111.5 to 
112.4. In August 1954 the Consumer Price Index stood at 117.0 and the food com- 
ponent at 114.4. Among food items, increases were registered by butter, eggs, grape- 
fruit and most cuts of beef and lamb, while decreases occurred in margarine, apples 
and fresh vegetables, notably tomatoes and potatoes. The Shelter series advanced 
slightly as the home-ownership component moved up fractionally and rents were un- 
changed. Prices for most clothing items were unchanged in August; a few slight 
changes balanced each other to leave tie Clothing Index at 107.8. The Household 
Operation Index also remained unchanged between July 2nd and August lst, a frac- 
tional increase in coal being insufficient to change the group index from its July 
level of 115.8. Other Commodities and Services advanced 0.3 per cent from 117.7 to 
118.0, as increased street car and taxi fares and higher hospital rates more than 


outweighed a slight decrease in the price of gasoline. 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 106) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Total 
Index 


Household 


Food Shelter Clothing Operation 


August 1, 1955 
July 2, 1955 
August 2, 1954 


117.7 


Prepared in Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division 


8002-503-85 


; Epmonp CuLovtier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The weekly composite index for thirty industrial 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

material prices at wholesale advanced 1.4 per 
cent during August, from 237.2 for July 29th to 240.6 for August 26th. Leadership in 
the advance was provided by steel scrap and copper, followed by lesser changes for 
beef hides, hogs, steel bars, raw rubber, sisal, steel sheets, iron ore and bleached 
sulphite pulp. Raw wool, cottonseed oil, tin, oats and raw cotton weakened over the ; 
period under review. 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets 
dropped 1.7 per cent during August as the composite index moved from 208.0 at July 
29th to 204.5 at August 26th. Field Products were responsible for the decline as 
the group index receded 8.3 per cent from 170.1 to 156.0, due mainly to lower quota- 
tions for potatoes. Western flax, rye and hay, and Eastern corn were also lower, 
while declines in Western barley and oats reflected the change from the interim pay- 
ment for the 1954-55 crop year to the initial payment for the 1955-56 crop year, 
Eastern rye, wheat and barley were higher in August, partially reflecting extreme 
drought conditions of the past summer. The Animal Products group showed strength 
as the index moved up 2.8 per cent, from 246.0 at July 29th to 253.0 at August 26th. 
Principal price increases in this group were hogs, eggs and calves, although Western 
steers and lambs, and Eastern cheese milk were somewhat firmer, Decreases occurred . 
in Eastern lambs and poultry and raw wool. 

Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


2 Se a a 
1955 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


: 
p - Preliminary, | 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: General weakness in common stock prices in the first 
Rl half of August was followed by a period of mixed strength. 
The composite Investors! Index for 99 issues, after declining from 250.8 in the final 
week of July to 241.2 for the week of August llth, subsequently recovered to 249.1 
by the 25th, for a net loss of only 0.7 per cent. Among the major groups, Utilities 
and Banks were weaker while Industrials were fractionally firmer. In the four-week 
period 14 Utilities fell from 214.1 to 207.6 and 7 Banks from 273.4 to 262.6 while 
78 Industrial issues rose from 257.0 to 257.3, Among sub-groups Food and Allied 
Products remained relatively firm while Industrial Mines rose sharply in the final 
week, After advancing in the first week, Milling stocks again eased off to July 
levels while Beverages, Building Materials and Pulp and Paper, following earlier 
losses, recovered to previous peak levels. Greatest declines over the period July 
28-August 25 occurred for Textiles and Clothing and Oils, although the three Utility 


sub-groups and Machinery and Equipment moved down moderately. 


The composite index for 27 Mining issues advanced 3.3 
per cent in the period under review, from 127.6 to 131.8. Strength was concentrated 
in the 5 Base Metals which moved from 246.3 to 259.7, while 22 Gold Stocks registered 
a fractional gain from 75.7 to 75.9. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 


July- | Aug. | Aug. | Aug. | Aug. 
28th 4th lith | 18th | 25th 


Investors’ Price Index 


99 Common Stocks .........csesccsecees 250.8 | 246.9 | 241.2 | 243.9) 249.1 


PPS VIPIUSEPE ANS oo, ccconccnoesvsscensesesvosessss 257.0 | 25301 | 2k 5 251.1 ip | pe: 
The TELL Seen Olas 1 210.3 | COARO | 20es 3) 20/60 
PD BES A ccisstceidiclnsoderosonesencin 27 Bleduch9 OelocoUeom| yeGRhs2e262.6 


Mining Stock Price Index 


OTS IES boo ch PP npcoocacenalyivtagerins 127.61! 128.00) 127e2 dodo, 5 eulabes 


eon Le AN a A Wg) a) ee 
5 Base Metals .....seccssessesssessseeess 246.3 | 246.9 | 243.6 | 249.8) 259.7 


Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index ............0..0.. .|-97.3 | 100.3 | 101.6 | 201.6] 102.2} 97.3} 96.6] 102.4% 
1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 
2. Four-week average 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 
Division. 
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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


‘Vol. 33 No. 9 (For release 10 a.m. October 4, 1955 


Price: $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy. 


PRICE MOVEMENTS 
SEPTEMBER 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index increased 0.3 ver cent from 116.4 
has @F0y2 to 116.8 between August lst and September lst. The change 
was largely attributable to an advance in the Food component, although two other groups 
were fractionally higher. The September 1955 level of the Total index was identical to 
that of a year ago; Food, Clothing and Household Operation were somewhat lower, while 
Shelter and Other Commodities and Services were higher. The latest change in the Food 
index, from 112.4 to 113.7, was registered as higher prices were recorded for coffee, 
butter, margarine, eggs, most items of beef, and all cuts of fresh and cured pork. 
Almost all fresh and canned fruits and vegetables registered lower prices. The Shelter 
series moved from 129.8 to 130.0 under the influence of fractional advances in both 
the rent and home-ownership components. Clothing remained unchanged at 107.8, a few 
slight increases and decreases balancing each other. Household Dustin’ tempted 
practically cited moving from 115.8 to 115.9, largely as a result of seasonally 
higher prices for coal. A further decline in the price of automobiles, which out- 


weighed advances in automobile maintenance, accounted for the change in Other Commo- 


dities and Services from 118.0 to 117.9. 
Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Household 


Total Shelter Clothing Operation 


Index 


September 1, 1955 


August 1, 1955 
September 1, 1954 


118.0 


Prepared in Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division 


Epmonp CiouttEr, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 


8002-503-95 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The weekly composite index for thirty 
(1935-1939 = 100) 
industrial material prices at wholesale 
advanced 0.3 per cent between August 26th and September 23rd, from 240.6 to 
241.4. Higher prices were recorded for beef hides and copper, followed by 
lesser changes for zinc, raw rubber, steers, raw sugar, tin and iron ore. 


These, however, were partially offset by declines in linseed oil, raw wool, raw 


cotton, oats, hogs and wheat. 


Canadian farm product prices at termi- 
nal markets declined slightly between these dates, as the composite index moved 
down 1.0 per cent from 204.5 at August 26th to 202.5 for September 23rd. In 
the Field Products group a decline of 1.7 per cent from 156.0 to 153.4 was 
mainly attributable to lower prices for potatoes, although Eastern rye, barley, 
corn and wheat, and Western hay also receded. Western rye and Eastern hay showed 
significant price increases while prices for Western flax and Eastern oats moved 
up slightly. The Animal Products group recorded a decline of 0.6 per cent 
reflecting lower prices for raw wool, lambs, hogs, Eastern poultry and Western 
calves, which outweighed price increases for eggs and Eastern steers, calves, 


cheesemilk and butterfat. 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


19 
Week Ee Monthly Average 


Sept. | Aug. 
1954 1955 


p - FPreliminary. 


—— <e 


Investors’ Price Index 
99 Common Stocks ......cccccceeseeees 


PD PT EFT ALS os ccccjucsscosovts dossovecescns 


Mining Stock Price Index 
2 ASO CHE hn 


Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! .................... a 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: Advances in each of the four weeks from August 25 to Sep- 


rg die lad tember 22 moved the composite Investors' Index for 99 


common stocks 4.1 per cent higher from 219.1 to 259.2. However, the index for the 
last week of the month, while not available at press time, will undoubtedly cancel 
a large part of the gain accumulated between the above dates. Over the neriod 
August 25 to September 22 two of the three major grouns increased, the index for 
Ve Industrials changine 5.1. per cent: from 257.3 to 270.3, and that for 14 Utilities 
2-0 per cent from 207.6 to 211.8. Bank stocks on the other hand continued to 
weaken, drovping 2.0 per cent from 262.6 to 257.4 which represented a loss of 6.4 
per cent from the high point of 275.1 reached for the week ending July 14. Milling 
and llachinery and Equipment registered the greatest sub-groun strength followed by 
Clothing and Textiles, Oils and Beverages. Minor gains were also registered for 
all remaining sub-groups excent Industrial Mines which weakened slightly. 

The composite index for 27 Mining issues declined 2.1 per 
cent from 131.8 to 129.0 in the period under review. Weakness was noted in both sub- 


groups as 5 Base Metals receded from 259.7 to 251.8 and 22 Gold stocks from 75.9 to 


LETEP 
Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 


Aug. | Sept. | Sept. sept. (2) 
25th | lst Sth 


251.7 | 256.9 


260.0 | 26662 


210.6 | 212.8 


26269 | 26408 


1.29.9.) 13st 
75.5 | 1607 
254.5 | 256.9 


101.9 | 101.9 


1, Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 
2. Four-week average ; 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hom. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Vol. 33 No. 10 (For release 10 a.m, November 4, 1955) Price: $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy 


) PRICE MOVEMENTS 
OCTOBER 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: The Consumer Price Index remained practically unchanged 
(1949 = 100) 


between September 1 and October 1, 1955, moving from 

116.8 to 116.9. The October index of a year ago was 116.8. Latest changes in the 
group indexes were all very slight, none exceeding 0.2 per cent. The food Index 
declined from 113.7 to 113.5 as somewhat lower prices were recorded for most cuts 
of pork and beef, lamb, chicken, potatoes, apples and a number of canned and fresh 
fruits and vegetables, Among the relatively few items showing small price increases 
were fats, coffee, fresh tomatoes and lettuce. The Shelter series advanced slightly 
from 130.0 to 130.2 with both rent and home-ownership components contributing to the 
change. Clothing remained unchanged at 107.8 for the fourth consecutive month, 
slight increases in men's wear and footwear being offset by decreases in women's 
and children's wear. Further decreases in prices of household appliances were out- 

| weighed by increases for coal, fuel oi1, and some items of furniture and household 
supplies, with the result that the Household Operation index increased from 115.9 
to 116.1. Other Commodities and Services moved from 117.9 to 118.1, with increased 
prices for gasoline, some inter-urban bus fares, doctors! and dentists! fees more 


than sufficient to offset decreased prices for radios and personal care items, 


Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Total 
Index 


Household 


Shelter Clothing Operation 


October—-—1,-1955 Law 
September 1, 1955 od WR 
October. 1, 1954 L769 


Prepared in Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division 


Epmonp Cuoutier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 


8002-503=105 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The weekly composite index for thirty indus- 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

trial material prices at wholesale advanced 
0.2 per cent from 241.1 to 241.7 between September 30th and October 28th. Higher 
prices were recorded for beef hides, bleached sulphite pulp, raw cotton, and tin, 
followed by lesser changes for bituminous coal, raw sugar, white lead, oats, 
copper, and iron ore. The continued easier position of the Canadian dollar in 
terms of U.S. funds was reflected in higher prices of imported items. Partially 
offsetting these increases was a sharp decline reported for raw rubber, coupled 
with slightly lower prices for hogs, steers, Western wheat and sisal. 

The composite index of Canadian farm pro- 
duct prices at terminal markets declined a further 1.7 per cent from 199.8 to 
196.4 between September 30th and October 28th, reflecting lower prices for both 
Field and Animal Products. The Field Products index dropped 0.9 per cent from 
153.3 to 151.9 due largely to lower prices for Hastern potatoes and corn, and 
smaller decreases for Western rye and Ontario wheat. Major gains were reported 
for Western potatoes and flax while Kastern oats and barley moved up slightly. 
The 2.2 per cent decline in the Animal Products index from 246.3 to 241.0 reflec- 
ted substantially lower prices for hogs, Western calves and kastern poultry, with 
lesser decreases for raw wool, Kastern eggs, cheesemilk and steers, and Western 


lambs. Higher prices were noted for fluid milk, Western steers and eggs, and 


EKastern calves. Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


195 
Week Ended Monthly Average 


Sept. Oct. Oct. Oct e Oct. 
30th 7th 14th 2ist 28th 


= 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: The composite Investors! Index for 99 common stocks dropped 
(1935-1939 = 100) 

from 252.8 to 239.6 between September 29th and October 27th, 
for a loss of 5.2 per cent. This decline cancelled all gains accumulated since the 
end of June, Among group indexes, 78 Industrials fell 5.8 per cent from 263.3 to 
248.1 and 14 Utilities 4.4 per cent from 208.5 to 199.3, while 7 banks registered a 
smaller loss of 1.2 per cent as the index changed from 249.8 to 246.9. Sub-group 
indexes were all lower, with the greatest losses being registered for Milling shares, 
down 13.0 per cent, Machinery and Kquipment 8.1 per cent, Building Materials 7.9 per 
cent, Industrial Mines 7.3 per cent and Power and Traction 7.1 per cent. 

Mining issues also declined in the period under review as 
the composite index for 27 representative issues recorded a drop of 6.4 per cent 
from 124.7 to 116.7. The index for 5 Base Metals dropped 7.6 per cent from 242.7 to 
224.2, while the change in the Gold series of 4.6 per cent from 73.2 to 69.8 brought 


this series to its lowest level since the week of April 7th. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 
| Vept. | Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. Sept.| Oct. 
29th 6th 13th 20th 27en 1954 £955 1955 
Investors’ Price Index 


99 Common Stocks oo... 239.1) 239.6 ZS SOO 23929 


PN GUSET BIS cota iscssesnsardasensoraories-- PLE A 2ue. 265.9| 248.9 


Mek iter eg acess PVD (200.6 


29960) 2h0.0 


Mining Stock Price Index 
PIG ENS S01) NOS OE ESTES 116.6) 116.7 129.0 AUT 


(er|  fk60 


5 Base Metals..........scsceceseeseeees 25PEO a een. & 


Government of Canada Long-Term 


Bonds — Yield Index! .................... % OA eie 102.9 


1, Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 
Division. 
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OMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
OTTAWA - CANADA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 
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PRICE MOVEMENTS 


NOVEMBER 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: ‘The Consumer Price Index remained unchanged at 11%.9 
eine between October lst and November 1st, 1955. A year 
ago the index stood at 116.8. During the month under review slight increases in 
four of the five group indexes were offset by a decrease of 0.4 per cent in the 
Food indexe Foods moved from 113.5 to 113.0, as fractionally lower prices were 
recorded for all cuts of beef and somewhat larger decreases for all items of pork. 
Declines were also noted for most fresh and canned fruits, and votatoes, while 
coffee and most fresh vegetables were higher in price. The Shelter index advanced 


from 130.2 to 130.6, as a result of advances in both the rent and home-ownership 
components. Clothing vrices were generally stable, but price increases for women's 
overshoes, men's hats and overalls were sufficient to offset decreases for men's 
overcoats and sone items of children's wear, end the Clothing index moved from 107.8 
to 107.9. Higher vrices for coal, fuel oil and some kitchenware were mainly respon- 
sible for the increase from 116.1 to 116.5 in the Household Operation index. The 
Other Commodities and Services series was slightly higher at 118.3 on November lst, 
compared with 118.1 on October 1st. Increases were fairly general for theatre ad- 
missions, men's haircuts and women's hairdressing. Gasoline was lower on average as 


prices decreased in a number of cities and increased in others. 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Total 
Index 


Household 
Operation 


Shelter Clothing 


November 1, 1955 
October 1, 1955 
November 1, 1954 
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‘ EpMonp CuouTiER, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen's Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1955. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The tweekly composite index for thirty 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


incustrial. material »rices at wholesale 


advanced 0.2 ner cent between October 2Eth and Noveaber 25th, from 241.7 to 
A422. ligher prices were recorded for beef hides, raw rubber, raw wool, 
linseed oil, steers, tin, oats, wheat and raw cotton, while declines were 


rerzistered for sisal, hogs, and raw suger. 


The connosite index of Canadian farm 
product vrices at terminal markets stood at 195.0 for the week ending November 
25th, for an inerease of 0.8 per cent over the October 28th figure of 196.5. 
Earlier in the month the index had touched a low point of 195.1 (November 10th). 
In Field Froducts, the index for which rose 1.2 per cent from 151.9 to 153.7 in 
the four-week ~eriod, prices were shernly increased for potatoes and to a lesser 


4 


extent for Lastern rye, oats and Vestern hay. On the other hand declines were 
reported for Western flex and rye and Ontario corn. The 0.5 per cent advance 
in the Animal Frocucts index from 241.1 to 242.4 reflected sudstantiel price 
increases for calves and poultry, coupled with more moderate advances for lanos, 


raw wool, and wastern steers, cneesemilk end egrs. In this group prices were 


lower for hogs on both wastern and ‘western markets and for steers and ez2s in 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 
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SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: “he Cory 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


nosite Investors! Index for 109 comaon stocks 


advanced 2.9 per cent from 239.6 to 246.6 between 


October 27th and November 2/th. 


touched on the 17th, slight market wealness was evident in the fourth week. 


When compared with the monthly neak of 248.3 


Current levels, however, have cancelled all losses accumulated since the first 


week of October. 


All groun indexes were thigher: 


79 industrials rose 3.4 ner 


Peneeirome eo. to 256.5; 14. Utilities 10 per cent from 199.3 to 201.23 and 7 


Banks 1.9 per cent from 246.9 to 251.6. 


Increases among sub-grouns were led by 


Building Materials, Machinery and Equipment, and Industrial ‘tines, while losses 


were registered for Beverages, textiles end Clothin and Communication indexes. 
3 b 


Mining issues were stronger in t: 


A gain of 2.0 ver cent from 116.7 to 119.0 in the composite 


reflected increases of 2.7 ner cent for 22 Gold stocks fron 


ieee OY os Gece) eta! s. from, 221..28..60 2270356 
Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1e veriod under review. 
index for 27 issues 
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Investors’ Price Index 
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Mining Stock Price Index 
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Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! Ada BA, Bat ie ne 


102.5 


103-5 


1. Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


2. Average of four weeks. 
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N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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Published by Authorily of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commserce 


Vol. 33 No. 12 (For release 10 a.m, January 4, 1956) Prices $1.00 per year, 10¢ per copy 


PRICE MOVEMENTS 
DECEMBER 1955 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: 
(1949 = 100) 


{ The Consumer Price Index remained unchanged during the last 
quarter of 1955, standing at 116.9 for October, November and December. Between 
November lst and December lst a decrease in foods was sufficient to offset in- 
creases in three of the four other group indexes, The Food index declined 0.5 
per cent from 113.0 to 112.4 as lower prices were recorded for eggs and all cuts 
of beef and pork, particularly pork loins, Substantially higher prices were 
reported for oranges, and slight increases for practically all fresh vegetables. 
An increase in the Shelter index from 130.6 to 131.0 was due to slight upward 
movements in rents, residential property taxes and repairs. An advance in the 
Clothing index of 0.6 per cent to 108.5, resulted almost entirely from higher 
prices for women's fur coats, Household Operation moved from 116.5 to 116.6 as 
higher prices for coal, laundry, dry cleaning and shoe repairs more than offset 
lower prices for some household supplies and floor coverings. The Other Commo- 


dities and Services component was unchanged at 118.3. 


| Consumer Price Indexes (1949 = 100) 


Other 
Commodities 
and Services 


Household 
Operation 


Shelter 


December 1, 1955 


November 1, 1955 a oF 


December 1, 1954 . 


8002-503=125 Prepared in Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division 


Epmonp Croutier, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen's Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1956. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


The weekly composite index for thirty industrial material 
prices at wholesale advanced 1.2 per cent between November 25th and December 
23rd, from 242,2 to 245.0. Prices were higher for steel scrap, tin, domestic 
raw wool, beef hides, fir timber, imported bituminous coal, sisal, western oats, 
raw rubber and raw cotton. On the other hand, decreases were reported for steers, 
wheat, and raw sugar, 

The composite index of Canadian farm product prices at terminal 
markets, after declining from 198.0 for the week of November 25th to a December 
low of 196.4 for the week of the 9th, subsequently made a partial recovery to 
197.2 by the 23rd, Animal Products were weaker as the index moved down 1.3 per 
cent from 242.4 to 239.2 reflecting sharp declines in Eastern eggs, coupled 
with lesser decreases for hogs and steers, Prices were moderately higher, 
however, for calves, raw wool, Eastern cheesemilk and lambs and Western eggs. 

The Field Products group index rose 1.0 per cent in the period under review, 
from 153.7 to 155.2, due to higher prices for rye, Western flax and potatoes, 
and Eastern wheat, hay, tobacco, corn, and barley, These overbalanced declines 


for Western hay and Eastern potatoes, 


Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended Monthly Average 


Dec, | Dest. Decs Wibec: | Dec. | Nove “)Dec,P 


2nd | 9th | 16th 22/255 1955 | 1955 


242.2 | 243.8 | 2hheh | 245.0) 224.4 | 240.8 | 243.8 


Canadian Farm Products 197.9 |196.4 | 196.7 | 197.2 | 205.77! 196.9 | 197.0 


ae Pee ee eee 453.7. 115306 |15h4e7 | 155.2 | 165.47) 153.2 15h. 


Mc eecehicac den ate ey oN 242.02"! 239.2 |:23856" | 239527 2h5s9"| 2hO7S HPLI9s 


r - revised 
p - preliminary (average of four weeks) 


SECURITY PRICE INDEXES: 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


The composite Investors! weekly index of 99 common 


stocks, after touching a monthly peak of 250.0 at 


December 8th, subsequently dropped to 246.6 at December 22nd, for no net change 


over the November 24th figure, 


Two of the major groups were higher, led by a 


gain of 1.6 per cent in the index for 13 Utilities, from 201.2 to 204.4 and fol- 


lowed by an increase of 0.9 per cent in 7 banks from 251.6 to 253.9, 


The index 


for 79 Industrials moved down from 256.5 to 255.6. Among sub-groups, index 


fluctuations ranged between a decrease of 6.3 per cent for Textiles and Clothing 


and an increase of 3.2 per cent for Transportation issues. 


Mining issues were again stronger, rising from 119.0 


to 121.9 between the weeks of November 24th and December 22nd for a gain of 2.4 


per cent. The index for 22 Gold stocks rose from 71.7 to 73.5 and that for 5 


Base Metals from 227.3 to 232.7. 


Weekly Security Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100) 


1955 Week Ended 


Nov, 


24th 


Dec, 
lst 


Investors’ Price Index 
99 Common Stocks 0.0... 246.6 
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Mining Stock Price Index 


BT SOCKS ak ooo ahs oh idesnciatetasfeowsndnse 119.0 
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Government of Canada Long-Term 
Bonds — Yield Index! ..........,....... 108.4; 108.7 


2.Average of four weeks, 


Dec, 
8th 


250.0 
260.2 
204.4 


25334 


121.2 
71.8 


234.2 


110.0 


Dec. 
15th 


246, 3 
25562 
203.1 


253-3 


11987 
71.0 
231.3 


Dec. 
22nd 


246.6 
255.6 
204.4 
25309 


121.9 | 
7305 
232.7 


TEOO) 1a0. 3 


1, Yield Indexes based on rates as of Wednesday of each week. 


Monthly Average 


Dec. Nov. 
1954 | 1955 
206.8 | 245.6 
LOS cso 
181.8 | 201.4 
227.0 | 250.8 
100.9 | 119.6 
OF. Ona 
L772 lee ae 
9659 | WSL 
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Dec. 
1955 


247.3 
AEP 
203.8 


2933 


120.4 
72.0 


231.4 


110.2 


N.B. Enquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices 


Division. 
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